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° Alinarii Bhan ag Namah of Bengal. 


(Translated from the Persian text of Karam Ali) 
Continued from Bengal : Past arid Present, 1946-47 double number, pp. 63—74. 


NAWAB MURID KHAN comes from the Emperor with a robe (of office) 
for Ala-ud-daula, and to escheat the property- іо Shuja’ Khan and Ja'far 
Khan.. This robe was appropriately placed on Alivardi Khan’s person.— 
When Murid Khan sent by the Emperor to attach the property (of Shuja’ 
and Ja'far Khan), arrived at Patna with a royal khilat, Alivardi Khan first sent 
him a letter alluding to their former friendship, and requesting him to halt for 
some time at Patna. After some days when he had settled the affairs of the 
government (in Bengal) he called Murid Khan to Bengal. But not desiring to 
let him come to Murshidabad, Alivardi himself, went to Rajmahal to welcome 
him in advance. After meeting Murid Khan, told him all that had happened 
to himself, without making it longer, or shorter. [156] Мина Khan, who was 
the Plato and Aristotle of the age, put the khilat sent by the Emperor for 
‘Alauddaula on the person of Alivardi Khan and congratulated him. Ав the `’ 
two nobles became very friendly, after some frequent interviews, Alivardi sent 
‘а portion of the property left behind by Shuja Khan and Sarfaraz Khan with 
his own presents for the Emperor. As the news of the rising of Murshid Quli 
Khan (1) reached him, he made excuses to Murid Khan and sent the last- 
named back to Delhi, and himself started for putting down the disturbance 
of Murshid Quli Khan, surnamed Rustam Jang, the. son-in-law of Shuja’ Khan 
and subahdar of Orissa. 


ALIVARDI MARCHES TO ORISSA ; FLIGHT OF NAWAB RUSTAM JANG. 


` When Murshid Quli Khan heard that ‘Ala-ud-daula had been killed and 
‘Alivardi Khan had seated himself on the masnad of governorship, he became 
‘furious with anger, and calling his advisers and captains together told them, 
‘*The administration of Bengal has not yet been settled and the people of the 
capital have not yet become fully submissive to Alivardi Khan. It is proper 
that we should seize this opportunity, destroy his power, and avenge the blood 
of ‘Ala-ud-daula."’ So after making war preparations, heset out from Orissa 
for Bengal. Alivardi, after giving -congee to Murid Khan, marched with his 
army from Rajmahal-to put down this disturber. Saulat Jang, who was faujdar 
of Rangpur from the time,of Shuja’ Khan, now joined his uncle, and the two 
together set out for Orissa. [16а.] ` 
Alivardi Khan appointed my father (now dead) as darogha of branding 
(cavalry horses) and verification ; léft Shahamat Jang and Haji Sahib-to guard the 
capital, appointing the brave Habibullah Khan to serve under these two, and 
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himself marched on with the army. . . . When he arrived three marches on this 
side of Katak, owing to the rapidity of the advance of his army, extreme scarcity 
of grain raged in his camp ; so much so that a tobacco-seller, driven to distress 
by the crowding of the people (i.e., buyers), began to sit down on the elephant 
reserved for carrying the articles of the elephant department, and conduct his 
trade with the people. 


Murshid Quli Khan was sitting down ready for fight in his trenches on the 
bank of the river, two or three kos from Alivardi’s camp. When he heard 
of the scarcity of provisions in Alivardi’s army and the facts about the tobacco- 
vendor, he thought that the army was now distressed and distracted by the 
famine but would recover its strength when in a few days provisions would 
reach it; so he decided to utilise the opportunity and quickly engage in 
fighting. In his lack of ‘experience, he crossed the river at midday and pre- 
pared for giving battle: he sent his son-in-law Baqar Ali Khan with a large 
force to go ahead as his vanguard ; appointed his Bakhshi Mukhlis Ali Khan, 
the kinsman (Khwesh) of Haji Sahib, to command Bagar Ali Khan’s front 
division ; and sent a body of infantry secretly through the jungle on the left 
hand. 

Alivardi Khan with his heroes, dressed his ranks and rode [16b] into 
the field. The soldiers of Murshid Quli Khan in their want of experience, 
had left their artillery behind them and began to fight with their arms. 
Alivardi’s troops, placing their jinsi and dasti artillery in front, engaged in 
battle. At last the army of Rustam Jang, being scattered by the fire of 
Alivardi’s guns, delivered charges from every side in which they found а way, 
fought bravely, and were slain. The soldiers who arrived to oppose Haidar 
Ali Khan, the darogha of the dasti artillery, were consumed by the fire of our 
. skirmishers ; the soldiers who got the chance of fighting at close quarters, on ` 
either side plied the sword and spear, bow and arrow, and did not fail to 
exert themselves ; but most of the enemy force were slain. 


`Вадаг Ali Khan, broken-hearted by the slaughter of his men, took to flight 
with his Bakhshi Mukhlis Ali Khan, and reached Murshid Quli Khan. The 
two together embarked in a hired ship which in anticipation of such a day 
they had kept with themselves, and set out for the Deccan. Much booty 
including 200 pieces of artillery, fell into Alivardi’s hands. The women of 
Murshid Quli Khan with the Begam (Dardana) who had not the opportunity 
of fleeing away (with them), escaped through the jungle with ‘the help of the 
zamindars and undergoing hardship and distraction on the way reached their 
lord after a long time. 


Alivardi appointed Fagir-ullah Beg Khan and Nurullah Beg Khan to pursue 
him. On arriving near the forest they seized more than a hundred chariots 
(garhi) and carts full of money and baggage. But as the Begam-had entered 
the jungle and these generals had no orders, they did not pursue her further, 
but took possession of the property. [17а]. 

Alivardi rewarded his gallant troops. Аз in this battle Mir Muhammad 
Ja'far Khan had fought on foot, doing heroic deeds and receiving wounds, he 
gained unlimited favours. - 
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- Alivardi after conquering the province of Orissa, began to administer 
justice. Many ryots came and did him homage. He appointed Saulat Jang 
ав subahdar of Orissa, leaving Hasan Beg Khan, a great captain and 
experienced man, as his associate, to govern by their united judgment. | 

Alivardi Khan returned victorious to Bengal. Qasim Ali Khan the son 
of Mirza Mirak the brother's son of the Nawab Begam Sahiba, was removed 
from the Bakhshi-ship and appointed faujdar of Rangpur. Mir Muhammad 


Ja'far Khan, who was till now, an officer‘on Rs. 100 a month, was rewarded 


‘for his brave deeds by being exalted to the high office of Firat Bakhshi, while 


the post of the Second Bakhshi was given to Faqir-ullah Beg Khan. For the 
(Nawab’s) relatives on the mother’s side, near or distant, who were young in 
age monthly stipends were granted. For example, to the author of this book 
who was then in his fifth year, an allowance of Rs. 50 a month’ was given, 
and for 34 years, up to the present year 1186 (—1772 A.D.) when the English 
Sahibs have become dominant, he was never deprived of it. [17b.] 

In the same way, Sadiq Ali Khan (the son of Mir Muhammad Ja’far 
Khan) and Khurram Ali and Ghilam Ali (son of Ghulam Husain Khan, the 
‘arz-begi) were favoured with monthly allowances. Shahamat Jang was 
diwan of the subah of Bengal and administrator of the affairs of the region 
of Jahangir-nagar (Dacca) ; he was now sent back to his charge with Nawab 
Hasan Ali-Khan as his deputy. He collected large sums from the chiefs 
and zamindars of that place by agreeable means. 


П 


But a year had not been completed when news arrived of the captivity 
of Saulat Jang and the seizure of the province of Orissa by Baqar Ali Khan. 
Alivardi immediately on hearing this news summoned Shahamat Jang from 
Dacca, inspite of the rains being then at their height, left him as his deputy 
at the capital, and at the beginning of the cold season set out with the greatest 


i 0 отв the subah of Katak. 


ALIVARDI $ SECOND CAMPAIGN AGAINST BAQAR ALI 


Baqar Ali Khan, after parting from Murshid Quli Khan, with a small party 
went to the province of Orissa, to fight his enemy. Arriving in the neighbour- 
hood of Orissa, he sent his agents to a number of his old officers who had 
entered the service of Saulat Jang and were hólding posts, and informed them 
of his coming and his plans. Some of these men were seduced to become 
his partisans. As Saulat Jang, in disregard of the counsel of Hasan Вев . 
Khan, had entrusted the fort (of Katak) and-the country [18a] to these men, 
and himself remained sunk in pleasure and repose, these wicked men, 
knowing Hasan Beg Khan to be an obstacle in their path, murdered him near 
the Qadam Rasul, and very quickly advancing from that place imprisoned 
Saulat Jang with his wife and children, and sent a‘ letter. to Baqar Ali Khan 
who was in that neighbourhood, informing him of. what they had done and 
summoning him. ` Вадаг Ali arrived ; he wished to kill Saulat Jang, but his 
wife forbade him and‘thus saved the lives of the captives. . 
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But in the year 1154 (1741 A.D.) Alivardi Khan arrived with his army 


and made him a wanderer in the wilderness of calamity. 


When Alivardi, marching rapidly from Bengal, arrived within two or 
three stages of Katak, he got the news that Baqar Ali had fled (from the 
capital), confined Saulat Jang in a chariot (rath) in which he had posted two 
Mughals ; appointed some infantry,—called Telingas, to guard the rath, with 
orders to slay Saulat Jang if Alivardi’s troops arrived near it, otherwise to 
bring him along: So, Alivardi ordered Mustafa Khan and Umar Khan to 
proceed faster than the wind, come up with the enemy, and capture Saulat 
Jang dead or alive. Alivardi’s younger brother, Muhammad Amin Khan 
begged for and obtained permission [186] to accompany this party and made 
great haste. When Mustafa Khan turned towards those wretches, Вадаг 
Ali in terror abandoned his prisoners and own family and took to flight even 
more earnestly than before. The infantry guard of the rath, after giving 
some spear-thrusts through the curtains of the rath, and believing that ‘they 
had in this way killed Saulat Jang, took to flight. Of the two Mughals seated 
in the rath, one was killed by the spears of the Telingas, and the other when 
trying to jump down from the rath, was slain by Alivardi’s men. Mustafa 
Khan discovered Saulat Jang in the rath after searching, entrusted him to 
Muhammad Amin Khan, and himself set out in pursuit of Bagar Ali Khan, 
but not coming up with him, returned. 


Alivardi rejoiced at the safety of his nephew; he held Court at Katak 
for some days, and then, leaving Mukhlis Ali Khan, as deputy subahdar of 
Orissa, set out on return. When he reached Balesar, he got news of the 
coming of the Marathas and the illness of Mukhlis Ali Khan, and appointing 
Shaikh .Ma‘sum as commander of the province of Orissa and Raja Durlabh 
Ram (the son of Raja Janki Ram) as subahdar, sent them off to their charge, 
while he himself resumed his journey to his capital. From Medinipur, he sent 
off Saulat Jang (in advance) to go to his parents, and himself marched оп... 
with all his captains. He was seeking news of the Marathas. When he reached 
the chakla of Bardwan, the Marathas arrived and encircled his entire army, 
cuting off its provisions, so that for two or three days no food grain could be 
had in his camp even for Rs. 20 a seer. 

How the Marathas attacked, and were driven away defeated; how 
Habibullah Khan joined them. — 

It is said that when Rustom Jung went: by ship to the Deccan, waited 
on .Nigar-ul-mulk, and begged him for aid, the latter out of his practical 
knowledge, sent a secret hint to the Marathas, inciting them with greed for 
the money and property of Bengal. 

The Maratha sardars, with their troops set out for Bengal ; slew Shaikh 
Ma'sum and his clansmen, took Raja Durlabh Ram prisoner, enveloped 
Alivardi at Bardwan and demanded from him chauth and one Kror of rupees 
as their expenses in coming to Bengal. Alivardi, in view of the surprise 
advance of the Marathas and his own lack of materials for defence, at first 
agreed to give them chauth and some other articles, in order to remove this 
evil without recourse to fighting. But when they asked for Siraj-ud-daula— 
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who was the eye and lamp of his.state—as а hostage, he in reliance on God's 
help and in a desparate mood, assembled his army chiefs and told them, 
“Why.should 1 not give you as a gift what I am going to pay the Marathas? 
God can send all this Maratha army to hell in a twinkle of the eye and by 
one word of command". His generals, on hearing these words, determined 


to fight to: death. 


All the generals, from dawn to sunset fought the enemy in the most 
praiseworthy manner, and at last after two or three days of prolonged fighting, 
the enemy, unable to bear the blows-of our troops, took to flight, and engaged 
in plundering the cities and villages. Habib-ullah Khan, who accompanied 
the Nawab in this campaign, by creating a false report of his having been 
slain, had kept himself aloof from the army ; he had been from former times 
. an enemy gf Alivardi’s family. The Marathas carried him off with them- 
selves. He incited them to plunder the capital, and taking two or three 
thousand soldiers-(of the Maratha army) with himself, he started for Murshida- 
bad. First, he went to his own house there, took his brother with himself, 
but by reason of the opposition of [19b] Ali Jawad Khan and Ataullah 
Khan, could not bring away his own wives and children. He then went to 
the Kuthi of Jagat Seth, took away nearly three lakhs of rupees which were 
loaded in- boats on ‘the bank of the river, and then issued out of the city. 
Haji Sahib and Shahamat Jang, next day,made such arrangements for the 
protection of the city, that fon that day onwards the Marathas could never 
again enter it. 


š Every morning the Maratha used to attack Misa and after thousands 

had been slain take to fight in-the evening. When Alivardi, in the midst 
of such disturbances, reached Katwa, on hearing of the plunder of the capital 
and.the Kuthi of Jagat Seth, he hastened at the height of rains and arrived 
in the city, protecting the people from the ravages of the Marathas. For 
two or three даув Һе took rest from the.fatigue of the journey, and then issued 
again for punishing the Marathas ; and expelled them from the neighbourhood. 
of. the capital. Every year an embankment: (pul-i-pul sadi) used to be con- 
structed on the bank of Ње Bhagirathi.for keeping out the river flood (from 
the city). The Nawab now sent ‘Ataullah Khan Sabit Jang and Mustafa 
Khan Babar Jang to Plassey and е them to demolish the embankment 
there. 


. Owing to the removal of that. Е the south side of the city was flooded 
and the movement of (enemy) troops was. prevented. 


When he heard that the Marathas were assembled in the Katwa district, 
he himself crossed the Bhagirathi and started for that side. As Habibullah 
Khan had secured. a sloop. on which some .guns. were mounted, from the 
Dutch, he. fired cannon-balls from it on Alivardi's troops. Mirza Dawar Quli, 
the darogha. of the jinsi artillery, sank that gun-boat by his own gun-fire. 
Alivardi built a bridge over the Ajay river which flows south of Katwa, and 
ordered his troops to cross it at night. After Shamsher Khan and Sardar 
Khan had crossed, the bridge’ broke down in the middle, and a strange 
confusion and clamour arose at midnight. [20a] .-Alivardi. advanced: оп foot 
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in the mud to the bridge, reassured his troops, and repairing the bridge in 
the midst of that confusion, ordered his troops again to cross. The Marathas, 
struck with fear by the shouts (noise) of our army, abandoned their property 
and decided to flee away. . 

Battle of Katwa—The two armies engaged in: fighting a hard contested 
battle, and a disaster to the Nawab’s army seemed imminent, when Mustafa 
Khan charged the enemy sword in hand, the troops following him flung 
themselves upon the enemy. The Afghans showered arrows. Our men 
gained the victory, and the Marathas turned their faces away from battle, 
in such despair that they did not draw the rein up to the lake of Chilka, 
which is the limit of Orissa. Alivardi hastening in pursuit, and giving the 
enemy no time to rally, reached Katak. This time leaving Babar Jang’s 
brother's son (as governor} in Orissa, he himself returned with [20b] his 
attendants to his capital. The citizens advanced to welcome him on the.” 
way, and received from him favours of many kinds. He gave away three 
lakhs of rupees as “Ње price of blood” to the soldiers who had been drowned 
in the breaking of the bridge, to the sardars and to all the troops. The 
author’s father who had during the battle guarded the personal property 
(maujudat) of the drowned soldiers, was rewarded with an elephant. 


Ш 


The massacre of Bhaskar and other Maratha sardars— 

On hearing that Alivardi had replied to the demand for chauth with his 
sword, the master of the Maratha army appointed Raja Bhaskarram ав com- 
mander of his troops and Ali Bhai diwan for conducting negotiations 
(masäliha) and sent them to Bengal; they desolated and plundered every 
place they could reach. When Raja Janaki Ram sent envoys for securing 
the release of his son Durlabh Ram, they demanded a ransom of ten lakhs 
of rupees, and discussions started between the two sides ; through the same 
ambassadors a message for the settlement of the chauth was sent to Ali Bhai. 
Ali Bhai, who had been charged with this very work by his master, inter- 
viewed Alivardi through the mediation of Raja Janaki Ram. The Nawab 
won his heart by abundance of kindness and favours and sent him back 
highly satisfied. Raja Janaki Ram and Babar Jang were sent with him as 
envoys to Raja Bhaskarram for discussing the points. (21а) 

These two men met Raja Bhaskarram and strengthened the bond of friend- 
ship by taking oaths according to their religions. Alivardi Khan sent many 
presents to Bhaskarram and thus threw him off his guard. 


Because in administering a kingdom, all kinds of expedients aré praise- 
worthy in a ruler, he had recourse to deception, and after a time, in a proper 
manner asked for a meeting with Bhaskarram, and ordered his own tent to 
be set up at Mankara, in a spacious plain. On the day of the interview he 
sat down in his tent with a large force. Mir Muhammad Jafar Khan was 
posted at the door with some horses ; Haidar Ali Khan with the artillery near 
his own tent and across the path of the enemy, Mirza Dawar Quli Khan 
with guns in the rear of the Marathas. So, he sat down waiting for the 
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Maratha generals to come. As the public had no knowledge of the real 
business, immense crowds gathered to see the spectacle, blocking the paths 
and scorching in the hot sun. 

` When Raja Bhaskarram, with his strong force rode up with Babar Jang and 
Raja Janaki Ram, he left his troops behind him at a distance of two kos from 
the tent of Alivardi and entered it with only 12 captains and Ali Bhai. 
As soon as Alivardi’s eye fell on him he ordered that they should be hemmed 
round and not one of them allowed to go away alive. At once his soldiers 
slew them. Raja Bhaskarram’s head was cut off and raised on a spear-head, 


while his body was hacked to pieces. (216). 


Alivardi immediately after mounted a lofty elephant and set out for 
-expelling the Marathas ;.Babar Jang and Umar Khan, by his order fell on 
the ‘rear of the leaderless enemy's army. Innumerable swords dazzled the 
eyes of the beholders and innumerable arrows darkened their faces. The 
dead lay in heaps on the рат. As none except Mustafa Khan and Raja 
Janaki-Ram knew of this plot, the people seated in the tent were puzzled by 
the fighting after Alivardi had left and they took to flight in fear. Haji Sahib 
in his far sightedness told Alivardi, ““You have to-day created enemies for 
yourself till Doomsday.” 

In the year 1156 Mustafa Khan who had risked his life, was given many 
favours and the title of Babar Jang. All the other soldiers were given boundless 
rewards. | , 

Alivardi that year went up to Medinipur in pursuit of the Marathas, but 

returned to his capital at the commencement of the rainy season. ` 

. After his return from this expedition, while Bengal was enjoying peace, 
Saulat Jang, who had gone to Hugli, had a rupture with the German nation 
about custom duty. (22a) His deputy Sujan Singh, by his exaction, had 
exasperated all people. The Germans, not considering the consequences, 
raised their heads in tumult and like-all the Europeans planned a night attack ; 
on the pretext of going to their church, which was behind the fort of Hugli, 
about. fifty of them embarked in boats, took some ladders with them, and 
issued from their factory by the river at midnight. Arriving near the Girja, 
which means the place of worship of the Christians, they dismounted from 
their boats and took the way to- the fort, intending to climb up the wall by 
_ bravery. The guards, epecially the musketeers, who were awake, opposed, 
and the Europeans being disappointed took to their boats at dawn and 
returned with failure. Saulat Jang sent Hasan ‘Raza Khan and Sujan Singh 
his deputy, with a strong force to besiege their factory. Those sahibs, after 
crossing the river, in their want of practical АНЯ, sat down сотпрозе у 
in the garden of Amin Chand. : 


From the German nation,- two men са themselves Frenchmen 
(Бапат--Рагаз!в) came and inspected all the entrenchments on the way of 
coming and going, issued from their factory at midnight and delivered a 
night attack on our sleeping soldiers, who: all fled away abandoning their 
trenches, no man thinking of -any other's fate. Alivardi on, getting news of 
it, sent Mir Muhammad. Jafar Khan ‘his Bakhshi to punish the ‘criminals. 
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He arrived and blockaded their factory ; the German people in fear took to 
their ship and escaped. People still believe that Mir Muhammad Jafar Khan 
took a bribe of Rs. 10,000 to let them escape with their lives. From that 
day to this, which is about 30 years the Germans have not been allowed to 
establish any other factory in Bengal. This year Alivardi sent letters to the 
Emperor begging for aid. (226) 


IV 


Expedition of Raghuji for avenging the blood of Bhaskarram ; the coming 
of Balaji Rai to the aid of Alivardi by order of the Emperor— 


In the year 1156, Raghuji, after the massacre of his sardars, set out for 
Bengal with a lakh of troops, more or less. Raghu belonged to the tribe 
which is written of in the provinces of Hind as ‘‘гоБЪегз” (ghanim, plunderers, 
i.e., Marathas). Balaji Rai Maratha, being appointed by the Emperor in 
response to Alivardi’s petition to help, set out for this-side with 70,000 troops ; 
this party was obedient to the orders of the Emperor of Hind. Alivardi, on 
learning of the coming of two such foreign armies, summoned Zainuddin 
Ahmad Khan Bahadur Haibat Jang from Bihar and Said Ahmad Khan Saulat 
Jang from Hugli, and dauntlessly set out with 70,000 horse and a lakh of 
barqandazes (musketeers) and artillery, to meet in advance these two foreign 
armies, i 

After much talk, Balaji Rai settled that the two armies should remain at 
a distance of one kos from each other, and the chiefs of the two armies 
should leave their soldiers and meet together in the plain between. Alivardi 
ordered Mustafa Khan, Shamsher Khan, Sardar Khan, Umar Khan, Haidar 
Ali Khan, Dawar Quli Khan, Raham Khan, Mir Muhammad Jafar Khan, 
Faqirullah Beg Khan and other generals, that during the time of interview 
and the dismounting of the victorious standard (i.e., halt of the Nawab) 
they should arrange their troops in order of battle exactly as on the day of 
actual fighting. Thus they should set out to welcome Balaji Rai, so that he 
might be impressed with the number and arrangements of the troops and 
the skill of their commanders. They acted accordingly ..... (23a) 


That day on account of the,vast assemblage of troops, and the dust they 
raised, the eye could see the path with difficulty...... 


The two chiefs, after arriving near their place of camping, met each 
other, and entered their respective tents. Alivardi Khan made Siraj-ud-daulah 
exchange turbans with Balaji Rai and thus made him. (Balaji) his son. 
Alivardi Khan and Balaji Rai sat together and consulted how to put ‘down 
the disturbances and the hostility of Raghuji. Ваал Rai, on the plea of 
making greater speed, set out alone to put down the enemy; he pursued 
Raghuji up to Katak (sic. Ganges ?), slew many of his men, and returned safe. 
Some lakhs of rupees had been granted to Balaji by Alivardi ; (23b) these he 
paid now and also gave many gifts and sent him back highly. pleased. 


After the departure of Balaji Rai, Alivardi, who had so long remained 
inactive while his enemies were quarrelling among themselves,—set himself 
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to- fight. Raghuji. But the latter never faced. him whenever Alivardi came 
up to fight him and only plundered the country. 


As the rainy season approached, Raghuji sent envoys with a proposal 
of peace. Aliyardi ‘told the envoy, ‘‘Balaji Rai has come and met me, and 
| have given him a large sum. For four years there has been war between 
you and me; I have slain your high-ranking generals. No injury has been 
inflicted by you on me, except that you have burnt some of my villages, but 
even there no substantial gain has been secured by you. Therefore, it is 
proper that we should meet together and form friendship and after present- 
ing you with some’ gifts | shall give you congee.” . Raghuji replied, “It is 
impossible that you and 1 should meet together. It is expedient that you 
should conclude a treaty of peace and cease to fight.” When some days 
passed in these parleys, and no mischief (Kharabi} too occurred between 
them, and the rainy season arrived, Raghuji deeming it inexpedient to stay 
in this country, returned Ко his own home without gaining his object. 
Alivardi returned to his seat and rewarded the soldiers who had done good 
service. (24a) | | 


During these rejoicings, а mother who had reached the age 
of ninety, died. ..., : 


У 


Alivardi marches against Habibullah Khan who had come at the head 
of a Maratha army on behalf of Raghuji— | 

In the year 1159, Raghuji after returning to his home in disappointment, 
sent a strong force to Bengal, with Habibullah Khan, ordering his generals 
to act according to his advice. Habibullah entered the province of Orissa 
and finding the fort of Barabati unoccupied, seized it. This fort is famous 
for its strength, and a ditch fed with the water of the river Katjhuri surrounds it 
on two sides, (so that) it is rather difficult to capture it. He left Sayyid Nur 
and Sarandaz Khan with а dasta of troopers and a hazāri with heavy materials 
(baggage and stores) in it, and returned to the conquest of Bengal and swept 
the mahāls of Balesar, Jalesat, Medinipur, Bardwan, Birbhum, Bishnupur, 


‘Mangalkot and Krishna-nagar so completely with the (24b) broom of plunder 


that one might have said that they had never been peopled and cultivated. 
Alivardi came out to fight him ; he sent Mustafa Khan and Raham Khan 
towards Bishnupur_where Mir Habib himself was present. ‘Umar Khan 
towards Mangalkot, Mir Md. Jafar Khan, Shamsher Khan and Sardar Khan 
to block the road to Birbhum, while he himself turned to the hills and jungles 
of Bishnupur with Haidar Ali Khan the darogha of the dasti artillery and 
Mirza Dawar Quli Khan the darogha of the jinsi artillery, and the remainder 
of the army, through a pathless tract. Owing to the abundance of thorny 
trees and the unevenness of the way, his soldiers were dispersed. So, he 


- ordered that at the times of starting on the march and halting, a salvo of the 


artillery should be fired so that the soldiers might keep together and not 
scatter in confusion in that jungle. ~The woods and sky resounded with the 


2 


10 BENGAL : PAST AND PRESENT. 








roar of his artillery, he cut a way through the forest and in a few days fell 
upon Habibullah Khan unawares, and began to fight him. After a stiff fight 
the enemy turned to flight. The troops on the two sides, during the one month 
that they were in that jungly and hilly country, fought in disregard of life in 
groups of ten or a hundred whenever they met together. After coming out 
of that difficult region, the two sides, fought a severe battle in Bardwan.. The 
Nawab's troops by desperate combat defeated the Marathas and put them 
to flight. І | 

Sayyid Nur and Sarandaz Khan slain.—Alivardi after this victory, set out 
in pursuit of the enemy by forced marches (25a) slaying many. When he 
arrived within two kos of Barabati fort, Sayyid Nur in concert with Sarandaz 
Khan secretly sent to Alivardi a letter concealed in a cocoanut shell in fear 
of Habibullah Khan, by the hand ‘of a Brahman, stating “Ш you come to the 
fort and pardon our offences, your slaves will cheerfully surrender the fort to 
you.” Alivardi on receiving this letter lost no time, but advanced with a 
small party to the foot of the fort and took post on a hillock near it. Sayyid 
Nur who was true to his word, came out alone from the fort, saw Alivardi, 
and after. promising to surrender the fort and settling the business, he took 
leave and went back to the fort. (It was settled that) next day, Sarandaz 
Khan, taking the hazari with him, should come to Ње Nawab’s camp to offer 
his submission, and he himself (Sayyid Nur) should meet Alivardi before these 
two men. At that time the Nawab was seated in a small tent, intending to 
enter the city with his army, and waiting for Sayyid Nur and Sarandaz Khan ; 
the baggage and stores were loaded for being sent in. 


As Sayyid Nur and Sarandaz. Khan had practised -great oppression in 
Orissa and Alivardi had heard of it in detail, he placed Siraj-ud-daula apart 
in the plain with a large body of troops, with orders to murder Sarandaz 
Khan. When Sayyid Nur arrived before Alivardi he asked where Sarandaz 
Khan was. On getting the reply that he was near and would come soon, 
Alivardi told Sayyid Nur to send.a message to Sarandaz Khan to wait on 
Siraj-ud-daula first, and afterwards on himself. When Sarandaz Khan was 
going to interview Siraj-ud-daula the soldiers beheaded him, and overthrew 
the hezari. Sayyid Nur who considered himself as one of the bravest of men, 
on hearing this news became ‘dry’ in his own расе; he was arrested and 
handed over to the Mewatis (ms. reads Mwatiha). (255) RE 

When Alivardi went towards the fort, the men within objected. After 
long parleys and new promises, the leaders of the garrison were released 
from blockade, and came to pay their homage to Alivardi, and the fort came 
into the Nab’s possession. That very night, by his order, the Mewatis 
squeezed the throat of Sayyid Nur so hard that his breath stopped, and next 
day it was circulated that Sayyid Nur had committed suicide out of ОО 
sense of honour. 


At the time of Alivardi’s retùm (from Katak), no one would agree to be ~ 
giladar of the place in fear of the Marathas, except Mirza: Habib: Beg who 
consented for the sake of а two-days’ rule. Entrusting the fort to the giladar 
and the subah to the subahdar, Alivardi returned to Bengal. 
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Celebration of Ње marriage of Akram-ud-daula, the younger brother of 
Siraj-ud-daula, and some other events— 


Akram-ud-daula the middle son of Haibat Jang, was married to the 
daughter of ‘Ataulla’ Khan Sabit Jang. (26a) 


The expenditure on scents, illumination and fireworks was twelve lakhs 
of rupees, besides the cost of the robes presented to the people, high and 
low. For full three months, day and night, one lakh of troopers, one lakh 
of infantry, and krors of the ryots enjoyed the festivity and music. 


A little about the coming and going away of Safdar Jang—When the 
зип appeared (after the rainy season), Alivardi, as in the previous years, 
turned to putting down the disturbances af Habibullah Khan, and enquired 
into his army. He sent a letter to Emperor Muhammad Shah, ‘This old slave 
has called up Haibat Jang from Bihar for punishing the Marathas, and that 
province із without a guardian. 1 beg that you would order Nawab Safdar 
Jang, who ïs contiguous to the frontier of that province, to come and stay 
for some days near Patna, so that [ may repress these infidels in peace of 
mind.” Ав the Emperor (265) sent an order to Safdar Jang to guard the 
subah of Bihar, the latter with great splendour arrived there and, regarding it 
as his own kingdom, began to lay hands on the revenue and administration 
of Bihar. Alivardi was then in the province of Orissa chasing the Marathas ; 
immediately on hearing of it, he without -delay, put off the fight with the 
Marathas, set out for Patna and wrote to Safdar Jang that he had already 
succeeded in repressing the Мата ав and needed no help, so that it was 
proper-for Safdar Jang to.return to his own province. On receiving this letter, 
Safdar Jang hastened back to his subah. Alivardi had not gone more than 


а few marches :when he-received ithe news of the retreat of Safdar Jang. 


Fight with the Marathas on the river Son— 


As Alivardi heard that Safdar Jang had taken away two pieces of artillery 
from the fort of Patna, he adopted Ње policy of overlooking it and proceeded 
slowly .(ba-dar-i-taghaful jadand), He turned his face towards Patna and 
expelled Hedayet Ali Khan the deputy subahdar of Patna, who was a friend 
of Safdar Jang. When it was reported that the Marathas had assembled 
on the bank of the Son, Alivardi -hastened in that direction and came up with 
the infidels. For.three days, his troops, being invested by the enemy, had to 
live without food ; then the heroes in desparation, attacked the enemy. The 
Marathas were defeated, and took -to flight. (27a) 


Alivardi, after his victory rewarded his soldiers who had suffered so much, 
in proportion to every one’s services. 


‘In the year 1158 he returned to his capital. -Here he celebrated the 
marriage of Siraj-ud-daula, which was grander even :than the earlier one 
(that of Akram-ud-daula).; throughout the entire ‘rainy season, in every house 
every night was like the Night of Barat and every day like the New Year's 
Day. ` Я 
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Vil 


At this very time Babar Jang raised his disturbance, and displayed 
hostility. 
Babar Jang rebels, is defeated by Haibat Jang.— 


Babar Jang had been raised by Alivardi's favours-in a short time to 
the highest rank and power, and became an object of envy to the world. 
Shamsher Khan and Sardar Khan, who were discontented with his ascendancy, 
secretly deceived him, like Satans implanting false suspicions in his-heat.... 
(27b) І 

Instigated by them, he demanded the deputy governorship of Bihar by 
removing Haibat Jang. As that was not possible, his ill feeling was aggravated, 
til at last one day Mustafa Khan, contrary to the customary time, early 
in the morning with many treacherous men came to the darbar for his 
audience. Spies reported to Alivardi that he intended to cause a disturbance 
that day. Therefore, Ghulam Husain Khan, ‘arzbegi, who was a wise man, 
detained-him for an hour outside, with charming talk, while he sent men to 
summon the other regularly-attending courtiers (mujraian). АБуат who was 
preeminent among the rulers of the time in eloquence of speech, as soon as 
Mustafa Khan was presented engaged in talking with him in such an attractive 
manner that the old man was drowned in surprise and did not get his oppor- 
tunity, till the crowd of courtiers had assembled. 


Next day, Mustafa Khan came to the darbar near the evening (Asar) with 
his wicked intention. Alivardi did not give him audience, but evaded him. 


Babar Jang in his pride left the public audience hall. (28a) 


Owing to the instigation of mischievous persons, another ambition was 
formed in his heart. He drew up a manifesto (mahazar} for uniting all the 
Afghan sardars together and ousting Alivardi from the governorship, and 
began to induce the Afghan generals to affix their seals to it. Gradually his 
audacity increased till it became the cause of his ruin. When Shamsher 
Khan and Sardar Khan brought the manifesto to U'mar Khan for him to 
seal it and share the Government, the latter out of loyalty tore up the paper, 
and opened his mouth in abusing the Afghans even up to Sher Shah. 
Shamsher Khan and Sardar Khan, out of precaution lest the anger of Alivardi 
should ruin the entire Afghan tribe, came back to their homes in silence ; 
their real- intention, which was to give Babar Jang a bad name, was not - 


fulfilled. 


Alivardi, considering the disunion among the Afghans as a stroke of good 
fortune, dismissed Babar Jang, who had offered his resignation; at once 
gave him nine lakhs of rupees which were his due as arrears of pay, through 
Jagat Seth, and sent him back to his home with all honours. Babar Jang, 
hopeless of getting the co-operation of the other Afghans for certain obstacles, 
could not carry out in Murshidabad the plan that he had formed in his mind, 
and set out for Patna intending to wrest the governorship of that province from 
Haibat Jang. Alivardi set out in pursuit with a large army. When he learnt of 
the hostile intention of Babar Jang and his having started for Patna in a fighting 
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mood, he wrote (286) to Haibat Jang, who was then in the Bhuanra mahal, in 
no way to oppose Babar Jang. Haibat Jang, immediately after receiving this 
letter, replied in anger “If I do not oppose his designs and do not bring this 
wanderer іп the wrong path to the right path, what should I do? 1 shall 
then have to withdraw my hand from Azimabad and make a gift of that 
province to this man. That cannot be done by this-slave.”’ 

At that time in all 1400 troopers were present with this Nawals while 
Babar Jang was at the head of twenty thousand. When Alivardi learnt of 
Haibat Jang’s determination to fight Babar Jang, he again and again hurriedly 
wrote to him, “(Do not) desire to (fight) Babar Jang who is carrying European- 
manned artillery with himself. You too know his personal bravery. If, 
inspite of this, you insist on resisting him, remain on the defensive till | arrive 
with my army. Don’t fight except from trenches.” 

Haibat Jang sent out letters on all sides, calling upon brave men to come 
to his side and join in the fight. He himself crossed the Ganges (back to 
Patna) and entrenched; as directed by Alivardi, in the garden of Ja’far Khan, 


°. which is close to the fort of Patna. 


Babar Jang slew plundered and desolated all places, towns and villages, 
on his way, took some pieces of artillery and public money from Rajmahal 
by force, and advanced. When he reached Mungir he wished to capture it, 
Hasan Beg Khan the qiladar, offered opposition like a brave man. The 
troops of Babar Jang made their way to the wall in spite of the fire from the 
fort, entered (29a)'and took possession of it and made the qiladar with his 
three sons prisoners. That day, Abdul Rasul Khan, the full brother of Babar 
Jang, was seated on his elephant at the foot of the fort during the assault, 
when he was killed by a stone hurled from the fort. 

When Haibat Jang heard that Babar Jang had seized Mungir fort and 
was marching towards Patna, he in compliance with Alivardi’s instruction, 
to avoid opposing Babar Jang as far as possible, sent Mir Murtaza and ‘Askar 
Khan as ambassadors to him to say, “Но\ you have behaved to Alivardi 
Khan and he to you, you know and he knows. I am powerless and free from 
guilt in this matter. | am ready to pay you two lakhs of rupees for the 
expenses of your journey and such materials as you desire.” On receiving 
this message, Babar Jang rudely replied, “It is not a time for letters and 
messages $ my two-edged sword has done and will do my work.” Haibat Jang 
after hearing the result of this meeting, turned to strengthening his trenches 
even more than before, and remained ready for fighting. . 

When Mustafa Khan arrived within six kos of his trenches, Haibat Jang 
‘sent Haji Alam Khan to sue for peace. Babar Jang gave the insolent reply, 
“When an army of the heretica (Shias) and a force of Hindus confront me, it 
is my religious duty to fight the heretics first.’ Abdul Ali Khan, immediately 
on hearing these words, was delighted and in a strong religious spirit (fassub), 
presented a nazar to Haibat Jang on his impending victory and said, ‘‘Before 
this we thought that this dog bore enmity to us. But now we feel assured . 
in our minds that he is the enemy of God, so that the holy warriors (29b) 
(ghazis) are sure to slay him... How can fear exist, when we bear the 


names of Muhammad and Ali and.the honour of the Prophet?” 
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‘They passed the entire night in watchfulness. In the morning of 
Thursday, 18th Safar, 1158, (correct date ‘“Thurs. 21 Safar—l4 March 1745) 
Haibat Jang mounted his elephant and stood in the centre of his trenches. 
Relying on God, he felt no fear .at the sight of the wave after wave of the 
enemies of the faith, whose number suggested the day -of resurrection. He 
marshalled: his ranks ; his troops in war dress stood ready (at their posts). 
When the camp and flags of Babar Jang with one dasta (regiment) of troops 
came in sight and passed from before the ‘trenches, some of our men thought 
that there would be no fighting (that day). But while they were talking in 
this way, a dasta-of troops with the flags and standards of Babar Jang Afgan 
appeared, and as soon as they came up opposite the trenches, the charged 
on horseback the trenches under Dewan -Kiratchand, crossed the ditch, 
wounded the diwan and men near him, arrived near Haibat Jang and drew up 
in battle line. At-once from four-sides tir (arrows) were ‘showered, darkening 
the air. А dasta of Afghans in perfect composure began to plunder the 
camp. Babar Jang, seeing Haibat Jang standing in front of him with only a 
few men, tumed to attack him. (30а) The Afghans drove their horses into 
the plain. Haji Sahib repeatedly fired into the enemy's ranks two guns 
loaded with pice, which had been placed before ‘Haibat Jang’s elephant, во 
that nearly 300 of Babar Jang’s noted chiefs -and brave soldiers were slain. 
Muskets were incessantly fired оп Һе troops of the enemies-of the faith. Jaswant 
Nagar, -with some Bahlia musketeers kept up their fire. Most of them reached 
the enemy's leaders, and they were slain, ара it seemed likely that Babar Jang 
would be killed or taken captive. The Afghans of (his) clan, on seeing his 
condition withdrew their hands ‘from fighting, seized the bridle of Babar 
Jang’s elephant, left the trenches, -and took to flight. The victorious Haibat 
Jang advanced to the front of the trenches, ordered the damaged wall of the 
entrenchment to Бе repaired, and returned to his own tent, to offer prayer 
in ‘humility to God. 


Hakim Shah, one of the sardars of Babar Jang, who was fleeing alive 
from the battle, learning on the way that Awdal Shah and Aiman Shah were . 
lying dead in the trenches, turned back alone from the field and flung himself 
upon the men of the entrenchment, fought heroically and after reaching the 
centre of the strenches was slain-by Namdar Khan Main.. Friends and foes 


alike mourned for him. 


Babar Jang remained Хог -one week -encamped in front of our trenches, 
-continually firing his artillery. Next week on Thursday 25th Safar (correct 
28 Safar—21 March 1745) Һе again rode ош, (30b) and with the -speed -of 
thunder and the wind forced his way into the trenches, ‘leaving a dasta of his 
troops to face the trenches of Ahmad Khan and Shaikh Jahan Yar. When he 
arrived opposite -Haibat Jang, seeing the-men of the trenches ‘to be dispersed 
-and hard pressed, he fearlessly ran towards ‘Haibat Jang. Diwan Kiratchand 
and Maharaja Ram Narayan with their guns arrived and opposed his advance. 
By chance a musket bullet entered the corner of ‘his eye and blinded him, 
so he fled away to his tent. The author of his ‘book has also heard it -said 
that the bullet had hit him in his-first assault. Be that as it may, Haibat Jang 
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returned to his tent with victory. апа sent a report of it to Alivardi who had 
arrived within two days’ march of him. 

After a few days, at Muhib-Alipur, where Babar Jang had gone in his 
march to the fort of Chunar and Haibat Jang in pursuit of him, Alivardi 
embraced his brother and his brother’s son. After continuing the pursuit to 
the bank of the river Son, he returned to the seat of his government. 

Alivardi on hearing of the invasion of Raghuji a second time, bade fare- 
well to Haji Sahib and Haibat Jang, and set out for Bengal. (31а) 

Babar Jang comes a second time and ів slain.—After four months, Babar 
Jang, eager to win name and fame, assembled another army, and acquired 
greater power than before. He set out for Patna. Haibat Jang issued from 
the city to meet him on the way. The two armies met together on the bank 
of the Son. An obstinate ЬаШе was fought in which Haibat Jang’s ranks 
were broken, inspite of the heavy shower of fire from his artillery and 
muskets. Khadim Husain Khan, the darogha of the Khas-bardars (porters 
of the ruler’s own weapons) fell down wounded from: his horse. A great 
confusion fell on our troops and Babar Jang advanced most bravely scattering 
his enemy’s ranks. When he arrived near Haibat Jang, a musket ball entered 
his chest, he became senseless, and while he was thus prostrated, his mahut 

‘led his -elephant out of the field. When he recovered his consciousness, he 
returned to the battle field and drove Haibat Jang into hard straits. This time 
Raham Khan, Karam Khan, Abdul Ali Khan and Mahdi Nisar Khan engaged 
in fighting him. Haibat Jang shot two tir (arrows) into the side of Babar Jang, 
which made his body inert. He gave up his life and the Afghan army was 
broken. - 

Haibat Jang, gaining the victory, reported it to Alivardi (31). Haibat Jang, 
inspite of such a victory, could not pursue the army or plunder the property 
of Babar Jang, but after the leaderless army had crossed the Ganges, he 
returned to his seat and rewarded his soldiers who had fought so well. 

Alivardi fights Raghuji, who is put to flight—When Raghuji crossed the 
frontier of Bengal a second time with a large army, Alivardi after holding a 
review of his vast army, in the spring season when the day and night are 
equal, set out with a strong force for destroying the prosperity of the infidels. 

` Raghuji after entering Bengal, plundered and made many places lampless. 

In the chakla of Bardwan at а time when the Nawab's army was resting in 

peace of mind, he attacked in a multitudious body with all the Maratha 
troops. Alivardi immediately rode out -with his army to oppose them and 
inspite of their superiority in numbers defeated them, the remnants of the 
sword dispersed in the direction of the mahal of Medinipur. Then Alivardi 
with his troops arranged in order, came upon Raghuji and’ opened a’ heavy 
fire from his guns and muskets (31а). Raghuji, after six or seven thousand of . 
his men had been slain, found himself unable to fight the Nawab's army, but 
eager to plunder started for looting Patna. Alivardi with his troops and guns 
moved in pursuit of him. From Bhagalpur to the bank of the Son, which is 
more than 15 marches, a running fight continued between the two sides, and 
every day thousands were slain. On the bank of the Son, the ranks of the 
battle were drawn up on both sides. A severe bloody action was fought, 
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after which Raghuji turned towards Katak in flight. Alivardi pursued him 
to the extremity of the province of Orissa arid expelled him beyond his own 
frontier. For some daya he took rest in that subah, and then returned to 
his capital, . - 


УШ 
Alivardi sends Ми Muhammad Jafar Khan to the province of Orissa, 


| and immediately after him ‘Ataullah Khan (32b)— 


In the year 1160, Alivardi äppointed Mir Md. Jafar Khan: as ЕРЕ - 
subadar of Orissa, placed Shamsher Khan, Sardar Khan and. Һе Bakhshi of 
the bahlias under him and sent them off. to that side. When these men 
reached Bardwan, the Maratha army advanced, encircled them and cut off 
their water and food supplies. Alivardi on hearing this news, sent ‘Ataullah 
Khan, Sabit Jang and Fagirullah Beg Khan with some thousand. maunds of 
grain for their relief. Sabit Jang after reaching the army and*meeting Mir 


-- Jafar, withdrew his hand from fighting and entered into a plot with him for 
- overthrowing Alivardi Khan. Having seduced some sardars with money апа 


9 


some with promises of estates and wealth, to join them, they took, oaths and 
gave solemn promises of union. Ali Asghar Kubra, a follower of Sabit Jang, 
like Satan—or rather even more wickedly, planting false suspicions in their - 
hearts, turned him and the troops back from loyalty -to the Nawab, and 
gave the advice that Habibullah Khan and the Marathas also should be drawn 
into their party. Faqirullah Beg’ Khan and Nurullah Beg Khan, getting scent 
of the plot, wrote about it to Alivardi, asking him to come there as quickly 
as possible. `АНуаг started for that side ‘without delay, with Haidar Ali 


- Khan, Dawar Quli Khan and the remainder of his army. The news of his 


approach broke the union of the traitors. They took counsel together, (33a) 


“and all decided, in view of their conspiracy having failed, to march and join- 


Alivardi’s army and go with him wherever he would go. Sabit Jang, the . 
leader of the conspiracy, reached Alivardi’s presence with all humility, but 
separating himself from the Nawab’s retinue, without ‘taking congee went 


. -to Murshidabad and sought the intercession of Shahamat Jang and the Begams, 


pleading that Nurullah Beg Khan by making falee charges against him had 
turned Alivardi’s heart from him, for he had committed no offence in fact. 


Alivardi after suppressing- the disturbance and punishing the rebels, 
returned from the pargana of Jalesar to the capital and took up his residence 
in the Nishat Bagh. At the intercession of Shahamat Jang he outwardly 
pardoned the offence of Sabit Jang but did not give him his trust.- Ali Ashgar 
Kubra and Farid Khan Afghan, who were Sabit Jang’s supporters were 


.. expelled ; they were glad to escape with their lives. Some months after 


their expulsion, in the year 1161, he dismissed from his service Shamsher 
Khan, Sardar Khan, Murad Sher Khan and the Bakhshi of the Bahlias, who 


had come at his summons,* and sent them back to their homes: In this way 


. such a great mischief was allayed without fighting. „> 





* Text corrupt. Read—“In whose salary-accounts fraud had. been discovered,” 
‘Khiyanat’ for ‘hash’. 5 ў | у Е е 5 
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Haibat Jang ів. killed. (33b)—When Shamsher Khan and Sardar Khan 
reached their homes which were situated in mahal Darbhanga, Haibat Jang, 
whose brain was filled with foolish, ambition, considering them to be very 
brave soldiers, invited them to come to him and enter his service. Alivardi 
on hearing of it, ава? and again wrote to Haibat Jang that these generals had 
now turned disloyal and it was pure futility to enlist them. Haji Sahib, too, 
dissuaded him. But it had no effect. Haibat Jang sent his trusted courtier 
‘Askar Khan to inspect the condition and- learn the wishes of the Afghans, 
and invited them to come and meet him ; sending them an invitation to enter 
his army. Those deceivers, placing the Quran òn- their hands, took the 
oath of fidelity. 


Haibat Jang, enchanted by their adhesion to him, when they arrived on 
the other bank of the Ganges, first went alone in a boat to see them, and 
after renewing the agreement and promise, ordered'them to cross over (to 
Patna). ' These deceivers to the number of ten, or twelve thousand horse and 
foot, crossed the river and alighted in Jafar Khan's garden as directed by 
the governor. Е | 


Sabit Jang, who was always planning how to accomplish his futile 
ambitions, considering the arrival of these wretches as favourable to the 
succéss of his designs, sent a letter by a footman, that first Haibat Jang should 
be slain at the interview and thereafter the destruction of Alivardi would 
be easy. These ‘traitors saw that they could get this much-coveted country 
in their own possession without fighting. (34a) 

On the day of the interview, Haibat Jang sat on his masnad in com- 
posure of mind, for reassuring these villains (by the absence of his armed 
guards). The Afghans formed three corps: Sardar Khan and the Bakhshi of 
the Bahlias stood with one dasta outside the fort, while Murad Sher Khan 
with two thousand men entered the Hall of the Forty Pillars on the plea of 
interviewing, and finding the field clear slew Haibat Jang. 


The Afghans searched for Haji Sahib. That old man of ninety, set him- 
self to escaping on foot. But the Afghans seized and confined him. He was 
so tortured that he died in the course of fifteen days. The Afghans extorted 
money from all the people of the city by torture and dishonour. The agents 
of the Afghans oppressed and squeezed the, people beyond limit, so that the 
lamentations of high and low in а few days reached up to the sky... .. 
As the Afghans invited their relatives and clansmen to come to them from 
all sides nearly a lakh of men were assembled and they raised disturbances. 
(34b) ` | Ик I x 

Alivardi marches towards Patna; Sardar Khan is зат. the year 
1161 (1748 A.D.); Alivardi had set out for punishing the Marathas, when оп 
getting news of the slaying of Haibat Jang and the captivity of his brother 
and daughter, he as a matter of policy, fell into helpless lamentation. The 
chiefs of his army on learning of it and seeing the condition of Alivardi so 
changed, told him, “From this kind of calamity, many other misfortunes 
would descend upon the people. It is now a time for action, not for lamen- 
tation."’ Alivardi, in order to ascertain the real feelings of friends and 
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enemies, еге being Afghans on this side too,—replied, ‘Тһе arm that I 
had in Haibat Jang has been broken. The pay of my army ‘is vastly (in 
arrear), I have no money in my treasury, and such a (hard) struggle is in front. 
The remedy of the situation seems dificult.” On hearing these words, as 
the people were devoted to Alivardi from the bottom of their hearts, high 
and low alike told him, “We shall not spare to do what lies in our power. 
We are ready to sacrifice our lives and property for you.” Every sepoy and 
ryot, promised a sum to the extent of his capacity, and prepared for fighting. 
So that Jagat Seth, the richest banker of the country,..... placed a bill for 
sixty lakhs of rupees in Alivardi’s hands, saying, “‘At present only so much 
cash is available in my КиНи”. Alivardi smiled and replied, “I have this 
amount in my own treasury, and as yet my necessity does not extend (to your 
money.” (35a) The recovery of Patna being the foremost need, he put off the 
expedition against the Marathas to another time, and set out from Mankara 
towards Patna. Не issued money from his treasury for the needs of his 
soldiers, and thus heartened them. 


At this time, Mirza Dawar Quli’s son Bahadur Ali Khan, (who was опе 
of the wisest counsellors and most intimate companions of Alivardi) was given 
the high post of darogha of the jinsi artillery. 

When the Nawab’s army had marched a few stages towards Patna, 
from other sides many sardars came with large forces and joined him. 


The Afghans, who in four months, had assembled to the number of 
nearly two lakhs of horse and foot, were alarmed and distracted by the news 
of the march of Alivardi, Although Habibullah Khan, at the time of meeting 
the Afghans, told them ‘Your opponent is such a hero and you have taken 
the field against him. Don’t be too confident and proud of your vast 
numbers’, yet he joined the Afghans for his own profit. (35b) 


Alivardi, clinging to the bank of the river, from the menace of the 
Marathas who did not allow him to move freely, marched slowly on, when 
he received a letter from Raja Sundar, to say “If you do not quickly bring 
relief, your family will be annihilated.” When he arrived at Mungir, Raja 
Sundar, who was a most eminent noble, came with 15,000 horse and foot, 
and waited on him. As the report of Alivardi’s march for conquest spread 
far and near, Saif Khan the faujdar of Purnea, in fear lest the Nawab's army 
should march into Purnea and ruin his dominion, аз a measure of precau- 
tion sent Shaikh Din Muhammad with a strong force to the Ganges side. 
When Alivardi learnt that an Afghan corps was stationed in that region, 
he after a night march attacked them by surprise, and they took to flight 
and joined Shamsher Khan and Sardar Khan who were near them. 

The two armies clashed together at Sarai Rani, two marches from Patna. 
The Afghans crossed a nala situated there and drew up their ranks in vast 
numbers. Alivardi engaged in fighting them. Saulat Jang was placed on 
his left wing, with Faqirullah Beg Khan (36a) Bakhshi and Haidar Ali Khan 
(the darogha of the dasti artillery) leading his vanguard ; the left wing of the 
entire army was entrusted to Mir Muhammad Jafar Khan Bakhshi and Raja 
Sundar. His own vanguard was commanded by Rahman Khan, Dost 
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Muhammad Khan, Umar Khan, and Bahadtr Ali Khan. Shaikh Jahanyar 
was ordered to guard the camp and baggage. The right side of the entire 
army inclined to the river. 

At dawn, before the sun had risen, the battle began with artillery fire, 
and he advanced slowly step by step. At this time a lakh of Maratha 
horsemen, circling round the Nawab's army, began to plunder the camp 
(in the rear) ; and his men, who to save their lives and in fear of the Afghan 
sword were retreating, through divine help began to outdo each other in 
advancing. 

Alivardi sent orders to Faqirullah Beg Khan and Haidar Ali Khan by 
the mouth of Sadar-ul-Haqq Khan to go to the right flank of the Afghans, 
Faqirullah Khan considered it unwise to go far away from the river. But 
Haidar Ali Khan, considering (the ordered movement) to be advisable, arrived 
there with his artillery and began to fire on the enemy. Bahadur Ali Khan 
vigorously fred his guns. A cannon ball killéd Sardar Khan. The Afghans, 
inspite of their losing such a sardar as Sardar Khan, advanced to fight Haidar 
Ak with their swords and arrows. But Haidar Ali Khan fell ow 
them like lightning so violently that the Afghans all at once lost their firm- 
ness and set their faces to flight. Alivardi seeing the shaking of the Afghan 
army, ordered U‘mar Khan and Dost Muhammad Khan to charge. These 
two heroes with their soldiers hastened to (36b) attack the Afghans, but just 
as they were about to ply their weapons, the sign of rout in the Afghan army 
became manifest and they fled away in masses. Dost Muhammad Khan 
served the head of Murad Sher Khan. Mirza Habib Beg, cut off the head 
of Shamsher Khan and flung it at Alivardi’s feet. In the Nawab’s army, with 
the exception of Karim Bakhsh (>) the grandson of Shaikh Jahan Yar, по 
one received a fatal wound. The Marathas, surprised at the defeat of the 
countless Afghan army, without plying their sword or spear fled away with 
the spoils they had seized. 


Alivardi knelt down in prayer to thank God for this victory, and then 
met the harem ladies and young children of Haibat Jang, whom the Afghans 
had brought away as captives and kept in their camp. Other captives, too, 
were released from Afghan bondage. 

After reaching Patna, Alivardi, unlike other men, did not ill treat the 
women and children of the Afghan sardars, but granted some villages for 
the subsistence of these widows. As Siraj-ud-daula wanted to take into his 
harem the daughter of Shamsher Khan, Alivardi called her his own daughter 
and ‘sent her away to her home under escort of a trusty man. Saulat Jang 
had asked for the deputy subahdari of Bihar, but Alivardi declined, and gave 
that office to Raja Janaki Ram. Janaki Ram, unlike his son, was a wise 
counsellor, a brave and loyal servant ; there was none like him in that family 
in that age. | 

The news of the death of Saif Khan reached the'ears of Alivardi and 
Һе пае Saulat Jang faujdar of (37а) Purnia. Raja Sundar who had attended 
out of a hearty wish to sacrifice his life for. the Nawab, was granted the 


naubat and many other favours. The newly-recruited troops, numbered 


50 - BENGAL; PAST AND PRESENT. 








nearly 30,000 апа many of Һет ` меге absent; the Nawab ordered the 
author's father to review them. The sardars of the army put off bringing their 
followers to the muster, and my father deeming slackness (in this matter) to 
be expedient, whiled away the time without enforcing the order. 


Alivardi who considered it a duty to investigate this matter, appointed 
Nasir Ali Khan amin for this work. Even experienced men find this task 
very difficult of execution, as the Nawab's army was more numerous than 
the drops of rain or the waves of the sea. My faher, m anger, sent the 
bag full of the rolls of the sheets of branding entries to the house of Nasir Ali 
Khan. Although Nasir Ali made attempts to pass the contingents in review, 
no one agreed, but many of the captains became wounded in their feelings, 
e.g., Shaikh Jahan Yar gave up his post and left after taking congee for his 
home. Faqirullah Beg Khan, agreeing to pay one lakh of rupees as com- 
pensation, secured exemption from mustering his men. Similarly Отаг 
Khan, Raham Khan, and others as well as Abdul Ali Khan who were 
suspected of friendliness to the Afghans, and had collusion with Sabit Jang, 
were ordered to be expelled from the province of Bihar. 


Thus after settling the administration of the subah of Bihar and satisfying 
the army and people, he set out for Bengal, where he arrived to the joy of 
the citizens. (375) 


Men who were found to be competent were promoted, e.g., the author 
of this book was appointed faujdar of Ghoraghat. Orders were issued for 
expelling Sabit Jang; and this time though Shahamat Jang and the Begams 
pleaded for him, it had no effect. As these august personages begged for a 
few days’ respite on the ground that Bibi Rabia, the wife of Sabit Jang and 
the fourth daughter of Haji Sahib, was in the family way and she ought to- 
be sent away after the delivery of her child; Alivardi replied; “Leave this 
town immediately, or else 1 shall cut her womb open and extract.the child !’’ 
Sabit Jang had no help but after repentance and lamentation to leave Bengal 
and go to Oudh. Arriving there in a short time he was slain by the Afghans 
along with Raja Nawal Rai, the deputy governor of that province. The 
Afghans sent his wife with his property under escort of their own men to 
Alivardi and by this means sought his help. As soon as Alivardi saw her 
he ordered her to be seated by the side of her own sister or by the side of 
the mother of Siraj-ud-daula, saying “You both sisters have been struck 
with one bereavement by the tyranny of the Afghans." 

Siraj-ud-daula flees towards Patna; other events.— 

When Alivardi was away on a campaign against the Marathas, Siraj-ud- 
daula who had taken to drink, through ‘the influence of Mahdi Nisar Khan, 
in a short time ruined himself. (38a) Alivardi, on hearing of this disgraceful 
affair forbade Mahdi Nisar Khan to visit Siraj. But Siraj-ud-daula in the 
pride of youth and folly of childishness, taking Mahdi Nisar Khan with him- 
self, left the camp of Alivardi without permission and took the road to Patna. 
On the day when Siraj issued from Murshidabad, that wise and true officer 
Ghulam Hasan Khan, ‘arzbegi,-wrote to Raja Janaki Ram that Siraj-ud-daula 
with Mahdi Nisar Khan was going there without permission and that Mahdi 
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should be arrested in any way possible. ` This letter reached Janaki Ram two 
hours before the arrival of Siraj-ud-daula, and he had not yet warned the 
defendars of the fort when Siraj-ud-daula entered the city. Janaki Ram on 
hearing of it, sent Jaswant Nagar to arrest Mahdi Nisar Khan. Meeting the 
party in the middle of the city, Jaswant slew Mahdi Nisar Khan and his 
comrades, carried Siraj-ud-daula with all care and honour to the mansion 
of Haji Sahib, and placed Mustafa Quli Khan to attend on him day and 
night, and urged him never to take his eyes off from watching Siraj. Alivardi, 
in his excessive affection for Siraj, became ‘restless and in а few days reached 
Patna, embraced his grandson, and gave him fatherly advice. He favoured 
Raja Janaki Ram beyond limit. On account of a pain in his waist, he set 
out for Murshidabad by boat. 


In the year 1163 (1750 A.D.) Siraj-ud-daŭla began to build the palace 
of Maneurganj,—the wonder of the world. (386) 


_ To-day no trace of this palace has been left and the present rulers have dug 
up its foundations and levelled it with the dust. 


In the year 1164, the envoys of the Marathas came for making 
peace, but owing to the inordinate demands of Habibullah Khan, it was not 
effected. --Alivardi sent Rs. 50,000 to -Habibullah by the hand of Fakhr-ut- 
tujar saying, ““This amount was found in your house.” Habibullah, though 
he knew that the sending of this money was a trick, out of his greed took 
the money ‘secretly without informing the Maratha sardars. When the 
Maratha envoys asked. for the amount settled for them, Alivardi showed 
them the receipt of Habibullah and said -that further sums would be sent. 
The Marathas, on learning of this payment, deemed Habibullah Khan a 
peculator, and being also disgusted with his harshness of tongue, slew him in 
the course of a discussion. When Alivardi heard how that wretch had been 
killed by the Marathas, and the string of- the confederacy of the Marathas 
had been torn, he rendered thanks for this favour-of God, withdrew his hand 
from the Subah of Orissa, and made peace with the Marathas, by promising 
to pay them twelve lakhs of rupees every year. How exalted was his fortune 
that his work was accomplished by the mere play of his brain, without his 
having need to send armies and fight battles | 


JADUNATH SARKAR. 
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Provision for Shah Alam I and 
His Family at Belhi in 1804. 


HE year 1803 marked an important step in the development of British 

sovereignty in India. Delhi and the Delhi Emperor, Shah Alam II, passed 
under the absolute control of the English Company after Lord Lake’s victories 
before that city in 1803. Both were significantly ‘reckoned among the most pre- 
cious spoils of victory” of the English. Though the fiçtion of Mughal sovereignty 
still lingered, yet nothing could conceal: the ‘hard fact that the old Mughal 
Emperor was henceforth practically a captive in the metropolis of an empire 
that had in reality vanished. It was only as a matter of administrative 
convenience that the Company's Government in Calcutta now thought of 
making some provision for the maintenance of Shah Alam П and his family. 
So as directed by the Governor-General, Mr. N. B. Edmonstone, Secretary 
to, his Government, communicated the following instructions for this purpose 
to Lt.-Col. Ochterlony, Resident at Delhi, on the 17th: November, 1804: 

‘General subject—The nature and extent of the provision to be assigned 
for the Support of the Emperor Shah Allum and the Royal family. | 

Ву the manner in which His Majesty and- Бе Royal family have been 
placed under the protection of the British power ; no obligation is imposed 
upon us to make any other change in their condition, than such as may 
relieve them from the embarrassment; . distress, and degradation to which they 
were éxposed under the. oppressive Controll. of the Marhattah power—The 
mode therefore of effecting this improvement of the Condition of His Majesty 
and the Royal family, is a question of expediency and convenience with 
‘reference to the British Government, combined however with a due regard to 
his Majesty prejudices and feelings. . 

- Тһе various arrangements which might be adopted in favor of bis Majesty 
are the following:. - 

1. The assignment to his Majesty of a considerable tract of territory in 
the vicinity of Delhi, as a state or dominion over which his Majesty should 
exercise an efficient Sovereign authority soliciting the Revenues by means of, 
officers of his own selection and appointment and in all respect exercising the 
rights of an independant state; controlled only by the presence of a subsidiary 
British force, and British Representative and by such engagements as it would 
be necessary that his Majesty should under such an arrangement contract with 
us, with a view to secure to the British Government the advantages of a 
condition of alliance with the state so constituted under His Majesty's 
Sovereign Authority. 
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2. To assign certain territories for the support of his Majesty and the 
Royal family to be managed by officers acting nominally under the authority 
of the King but really under the Controul of the British Authority. The extent 
of such territory to be regulated by. an estimated amount of nett Revenue to 
be derived from it, equal to the exigencies of the Royal household. 


3. To establish the real and nominal authority of the British Government 
in all the territories in the vicinity of Delhi ceded to us by Treaty, and assign 
for the maintenance of the Royal family a stipend to an extent sufficient for 
all the proposes of conduct and convenience. 


4. To blend the two preceeding modes of provisions. Various objections 
applicable either to the convenience, the Comfort, or the feelings of his 
Majesty, or to the interests, security or convenience of the British Government 
oppose the adoption of any of the three first plans. 


5., The Most eligible arrangements on the foundation of the iik plan 
will be to continue the assignment for the Expenses of the Royal household 
of all the territories and resources assigned for that purpose under the 
authority of the Marhattahs excepting such as may be situated within the 
Doab and such as it may be necessary that we should maintain on the right 
bank of the Jamuna, for the Security of the Navigation of that river and 
for the protection of the frontier and to supply by pecuniary payments the 
difference between the produce of those territories and resources ; and the 
amount which (exclusively of the Jaggeer held by individuals of the Royal 
family) may be deemed to constitute an ample provision for the dignity and 
comfort of His Majesty and the Royal family. 


6. The complete introduction of the British authority and laws into the 
whole of the Doab, and into those parts of the conquered territory situated on 
the Right bank of Jumna the occupation of which by the British power is 
necessary for the Security of that frontier, is indispensible. The introduction 
of our authority and laws into the conquered territories on the Right bank 
of the Jumna, not coming under the latter description, would be embarassing 
and inconvenient without being advantageous to us, and the effects of such 
‘an arrangement would be extremely injurious to the feelings of his Majesty 
and of all the principal persons residing at Delhi, Civil Jurisdiction must in 
such an event be ‘extended to the City of Delhi, whilst at the indispensible 
necessity of exempting the Royal family and their attendants from the 
operation of our laws would produce inextricable confusion and disorder in 
the administration of justice—It would scarcely be practicable to define the 
limits of the operations of our laws and of the Royal prerogative and the 
impracticability of deciding where one authority should terminate and the 
other Commence would prove a fruitful source of discontent and complaint 
on the part of his Majesty and the Royal family. 

The Governor General therefore has determined to adopt the arrangement 
described in the (5th) preceeding paragraph. 

7. It is probable that the territories and resources to be assigned for the 
support of the Royal household under the proposed arrangement will yield 
a Revenue equal to the amount which is necessary for the maintenance of . 
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his Majesty and the Royal family in a condition of dignity, ease and Comfort. 
It is superfluous therefore to contemplate the case of an excess of the produce 
of those territories and resources above that amount and consequently it is 
necessary to determine the specific amount of income which may be deemed 
sufficient for. the purpose above described. 


8. Considering this question with reference to all the means which 
Government possesses of forming a Judgement upon the question His 
Excellency is of opinion that the provision for the maintenance of his Majesty 
and the Royal family ought not to be below ( ? ) lacks of Rupees per annum, 
exclusive of Jaggeers possessed by individuals of the family. 


9. It is not however the intention of the Governor General to fix this 
amount without further information which may enable His Excellency to 
judge of the exigencies of the Royal household and of the extent of the 
additional resources which the British Government has acquired in the Doab 
and in Hindostan by the cessions of the Peace with Dowlut Row Sindiah. 


10. The amount payable by the British Government in money should be 
fixed and not liable to fluctuation according to the actual produce of the 
assigned territories and resources excepting in special cases, to be referred 
specifically on their occurrance to the decision of the British Government. 

The produce of the assigned territories and resources to be calculated on 
an average of year and the amount payable in money to be determined by 
deducting the amount of the Nett annual revenue estimated on that average 
from the proposed annual provision of 30 lacks of Киреев. 


11. The whole of the assigned territories should be placed under the 
management of an Aumil to be appointed by the King at the express recom- 
mendation of the British Government all inferior officers required for the 
collection of the Revenue and all farmers and pitty Aumils should be appointed 
with the sanction of the Resident at Delhi. 


12. The principal officer for the collection of the customs and duties in 
the City of Delhi and for the management of the police of the City should 
in like manner be appointed with the express concurrence of the Resident. 
The Resident however is not to interfere with the executive duties of any of 
those officers nor with the Municipal or revenue arrangements of the City or 
territory excepting by his advice and recommendation. 

13. The payments of money in part of the General provision to be 
monthly, 

14. The income arising from both branches of the proposed provision 
‚ to be exclusively at the disposal of his Majesty. 


15. The total designated amount of the provision for the King should 
include the estimated expence of the force to be permanently stationed at 
Delhi for the protection of that city and of his Majesty's person, but the 
amount to be assigned for the actual maintenance of his Majesty and the 
Royal family is not to be affected by a fluctuation in the charges of that force. 


16. This whole arrangement to be considered to take place from the 
time when the assigned territories etc, shall have been placed under the 
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management of proper officers and when the state of affairs in Hindostan shall х 
admit of the effectual operation of that arrangement. 


17. The Resident should communicate to His Majesty the nature and 
extent of the proposed arrangement without delay. 


18. The Resident should ascertain and transmit to Government as soon 
as may be practicable a Statement of the territories to be assigned upon the 
principles of the proposed arrangement for the maintenance of the Royal 
_ household and of the estimated produce both of those territories and of the 
customs and duties levied in the City of Delhi on an average of years. 


19. The Resident should also ascertain with as much accuracy as may 
be practicable and communicate to Government the amount requisite for the 
maintenance of the Royal family in a condition of affluence and comfort. It 
is also very desirable to know the amount of the provision assigned for the 
maintenance of the King and Royal family under the authority of the 
Marhattahs and the amount which his Majesty usually received of that pro- 
vision. In making enquiries however respecting the exigencies of the family 
great caution and delicacy should be observed, with a view to avoid all offence 
to the pride and prejudices of the King or of any Branches of His household 
and family. | 

20. The Governor General does not deem it advisable to enter ińto any 
written engagement whatever with his Majesty пог is it his Excellency's 
intention to solicit any concession, пог to interdict or oppose any of those 
outward forms. of Sovereignty to which his Majesty has been ‘accustomed— 
His Excellency is desirous of leaving his Majesty in the unmolested exercise 
of all his usual privileges and prerogative. ~ 

21. The Governor General therefore directs the Resident to continue to 
observe towards his Majesty all the forms of respect considered to be due 
to the Emperor of Hindostan and upon all occasions to employ his utmost 
efforts to promote the ease and comfort of his Majesty and of the Royal. 
family.” А 

On the strength of local experience Lt.-Colonel Ochterlony wrote to the 
Calcutta Government on the 30th November next: 


“I had the honour їо receive your letter and the notes designed to form 
the Basis of Instructions for my guidance as Resident at this Court, and [ lose 
no time in earnestly requesting from knowledge of the Disposition and temper 
of His Majesty and his probable successor, that the Provision intended for 
His Majesty should be a fixed stipend payable in ready money from this 
Treasury. 

Any lands assigned for the purpose, would | am fully persuaded be 
unproductive of the real value, nor could the controling power intended to be 
vested in the Resident, prevent much oppression in Pergunnahs and 
` Exhorbitant, Taxation in the city. 

I therefore’ take the liberty to recommend: that whatever Lands on the 
° Western side of the Jumna are appropriated to a Provision for His Majesty 
and the Rajah's family should still continue as they have been for these last 
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fourteen months under the Resident and that 1 should be authorized to farm 
them for 3, 5 or ten years as circumstances and affaire may admit. 


- A Native Court of Criminal and Civil Justice should be established and 
its officers receive certain salaries to be fixed by Government, whose pro- 
ceedings should be reported by the Resident to His Majesty and no sentence 
of Death be carried into Execution without His confirmation. 


No Lands on the Western side of the Jumna were assigned by the 
Mahratta Government for His Majesty and those in schedule No. | are all 
in the Doab, and nominally styled the King’s Jaghere ; but when it is con- 
sidered that the only reform for his private expenses 17,000 rupees, it will 
be seen how little was appropriated to his use. 

The whole expence monthly on our arrival here including two Najeeb 
Battalions, was from 36 to 45,000 rupees per month, which included certain 
sums sent, on grand and particular Festivals. 

Till His Excellency the Most Noble the Governor General personally 
investigate the state of the country and the manners and Disposition of the 
People here and on that personal Investigation form his ultimate arrangement 
for the comfort and protection of His Majesty | beg to recommend as a 
Temporary measure the following provision: 


To His Majesty, for his private expences uncontrouled One Lack monthly. 
To the Heir apparent of the late Cassim which he holds 


in ‘Jaghire Ys = .. 10,000 
For which he should be Ер to нЕ certain villages 

in the Doab which yields about 1500 or per annum ... 18,000 
To Mirza Izzut Bucksh the second son of His Majesty's 

fayvourits wife—Mobaruk Mahl 5,000 


For which he should relinquish a Tash in ‘the 4556 
yielding about 6,000. 
То Mirza Mouym Bucth and a Brother who I employ to give 

me Intelligence of all that is going on in the Palace, and 

who 1 found very useful during the seige oP ... 1000 
To his Brother who is in his confidence ... . . 500 
To nearly fifty younger sons and daughters of His Majesty, 

a monthly allowance of | exclusive and independant of 

what they may receive from their Royal Father ... г 200 
То Shaw-Nuwauz Khan, the particular favourite and 

confident in lieu of His Perquisites etc. а sum not exceeding 2,500 


The sum mentioned to be paid to Mirza Monym Bucth and his Brother, 
should be secretly conveyed, and be independant of what they receive in 
Common, with the younger sons. 


To these I beg leave to add, a salary of 1,000 rupees per month to the 
Native Agent Sied Raza Khan whose appointment is virtually done away 
by my nomination, and it is but Justice to say that 1 found his knowledge 
and acquaintance with the Court extremely useful on many important occasions. 


PROVISION FOR SHAH ALAM II AND HIS FAMILY AT DELHI. 27 





This arrangement I have every reason to hope, would give the most 
complete satisfaction to His Majesty, while any assignment of Lands, though 
it might and I have no doubt would flatter his Pride, would only open a path 
to grants which would in a short time deprive him of nearly the whole of 
His country nor would any influence of the Resident, able to controul his 
country (torn) has been during Life, weak, ill (torn) and indiscriminate. 

His probable successor is imbecillity personified and entirely under the 
guidance of a woman of low extraction originally a Servant of the Household 
weak, Proud &c.—-to the greatest degree, avaricious and rapacious under 
these Circumstancés, and with a well founded hope, that in a few years, 

1 should be able to pay the whole provision from the Pergunnahs on the 
° Western side, I take the liberty to recommend my own Plan, with a confidence 
founded on local knowledge, and the attentive observation of fourteen months, 
unapprehensive of a suspicion of being Governed or warped in my suggestions 
by self-Interest and here. 


1 call God to Witness, that I never have, and I, as solemnly declare, 
I never will either directly or indirectly benefit a Single Rupee but by express 


authority from Government. 


Independant of the above fixed sum of about a Lack and thirty thousand 
rupees a month I would recommend that the sum of 10,000 Rupees be paid 
to His Majesty on the grand Festivals of the Jeshum, Ede Nauraze, Bassunt 
and Hooly, and the same sum at the Bemgam—This will be a renewal of 
Ancient Custom, particularly gratifying, which was allowed for some time 
after the Mahrattas became Masters but has been gradually decreased and in 
some Instances totally abolished. 


His Majesty is very averse to our regular Ston being about the Palace, 
and he took into his own immediate Pay and service two—Najeeb Battalions 
—He has also about a hundred and fifty Horse many of them the descendants 
of the Ancient Nobility, This small honourary Guard, handsomely Cloathed 
may be retained but I suffered too much from the Najeebs during the siege, 
(as mentioned in my Official Report to be hereafter transmitted) not to 
solicit in the most earnest manner that these Battalions differently organised, 
be retained for the Protection of the City.—or to send to the neighbouring 
Pergunnahs or Garrisons, but that at апу rate, it may form a part of my 
Instructions, to inform His Majesty that they will be paid and considered in 
the service of the “Company for his protection. If this measure is adopted, 
we may in a short time withdraw the regulars from Selim Gurrah, and the 
Palace, who were admitted most reluctantly by His Majesty and still continue 
much against his Inclination ; but at present from indispensible necessity. 

In recommending a provision for Shaw Newaz Khan, | am actuated by 
two motives—The first that | know, a provision for his own ‘Offspring will 
not afford His Majesty so much presure as appension to him where should 
be expressly stated to be a mark of respect to His’ Majesty in attending to 
one whom he so highly honors with his Confidence and favor and secondly 
because he has uniformly seconded every point that [ wished to carry by 
his opinion, advice, ап influence, which is unbounded and which he has 
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always successfully exerted on late important Transactions and has often 
soothed His Majesty when from a natural hastiness of Temper, he has ex- 
pressed Impatience at the delay in the final settlement of his affairs—The 
Mahrattas with an avarice almost unparalleled had restrained and converted 
to their own use many Gardens and Houses in and about the City which 
were Royal Property—The letter I had the honour to receive last—Night 
seems to warrant their immediate restoration which I shall do as a first 
offering but shall take the future intentions of His Excellency the most 
Noble the Governor General till honored with a reply to His address. 

To the Pergunnahs mentioned in Schedule—No. 2 which are on the 
Western side of the Jumna now under my- management might be added, 
Rewarrie and the Neighbouring Pergunnahs forfeited by the Treachery of 
the Burtpoor Rajah and this also would be pleasing to His Majesty as having 
been formerly appropriated to his personal expences." 

The final ‘determination’ of the Government in Calcutta in this matter 
was thus communicated to Lt.-Colonel Ochterlony on the 23rd May, 1805 :— 


2. “The objections stated in your dispatches of the 30th November and 
8th December 1804, to the transfer of the Lands to be assigned for the 
support of the Royal Household to the management of Native Officers to be 
appointed by His Majesty and Subject to His Majesty's to be controul; are 
extremely forcible. His Excellency in Council has accordingly been pleased 
to determine that the Territory to be assigned to the Royal Family shall 
remain under charge of the Resident at Delhi, and that the Revenue shall 
be collected and Justice be administered in the name of His Majesty and 
under Regulations to be prescribed by authority of the British Government. 


3. The Territory to be assigned to His Majesty is to comprize all that 
portion of the Territory on the Right banks of the Jumma ceded to the 
Honble Company under the Treaty of Surge Augengauk which is Situated to 
the North West of a Town or village named Kaboolpore in the Map of the 
Ceded and Conquered Provinces constructed by Lieutenant Colonel Colebrooke 
all the lands in the Dooab now under your management are to be transferred 
to Collectors of Seharunpore or of Alighur, and the lands in the Right bank 
of the Jumna to the South East of Kaboolpoor which may have been com- 
mitted to your Charge are to be made over to the Collectors of Alighur or 
of Agra. The districts, to which these lands are to be réspectively annexed 
must be determined with reference to the local position, of the several 
Pergaunahs to be transferred. , 


4. The Territory assigned for the support of His Majesty and the Royal 
Family is to continue as at present under your management, and you are 
authorized to let the Lands in farm for a period of three years or the best 
.terms which can be obtained reporting you Proceeding in the’ execution of 
this arrangement for the confirmation of the Governor General in Council. 
The general arrangements to be required from the F armers will be stated to 
you in a Separate dispatch. 


5. You will Communicate this arrangement to His Majesty Shah Allum 
and you will at the same time signify to His Majesty, the request of the 
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Governor General in Council that His Majesty will be pleased to appoint a 
Dewan, and other inferior officers to’ attend at the office of Collection for 
the purchase of ascertaining and reporting to His Majesty the amount of the 
revenues which may be received аба the changes of the collection and of 
satisfying His Majesty’s mind, that no part of the produce of the assigned 
. Territory, shall be misappropriated. 

6. Two courts of Justice will be ee for the administration of 
Civil and Criminal Justice according to the Mahomedan Law to the Inhabitants 
of the City of Delhi and of the assigned Territory lying without the precincts 
of the City. The Judges of each of these Courts must be selected from} 
amongst the most respectable and learned of the Mussulman Inhabitants of 
Delhi, and no sentences of the Criminal extending to death ought to be 
carried into execution without the express sanction of His Majesty to whom 
the Proceedings in all Trials of this description are to be reported by the Judge 
of the Court before whom the Prisoner may be tried through the Channes ( ? ) 
of the British Resident. | 


7. № Criminal must in future suffer the punishment of Mutilation under 
sentences of the Courts to be established in the assigned Territory—When a 
Prisoner shall be sentenced under the Mahomedan Law to lose two limbs the 
sentence must be commuted for imprisonment, and hard labour for the time 
of fourteen years, and when the Sentence shall adjudge the Prisoner to lose 
one limb it is to be committed for imprisonments and hard labor for seven 
years. 

8. А Civil servant of the Company will be appointed your assistant 
for the special purpose of aiding you in superintending the Collection of the 
Revenue, and the administration of Justices. 


9. You are desired to report for the consideration and orders of the 
Governor General in Council, your sentiments with respect to the subsidiary 
regulations which ought in your Judgement to be adopted for the administration 
of a Justice in Civil and. Criminal Cases, and with respects to the Establish- 
ments which may be required for each of the Courts. 

The system to be introduced will necessarily be defective and the utmost 
circumspection will therefore be required in the selection of the Judges, 
on whose Character and integrity the equity of their decisions must in а 
great measure depend. 

10. You will signify to His Majesty that if the arrangements now to be 
“introduced into the assigned Territory shall be found to be fit calculated to 
promote the improvement of the country and to ensure the realization of 
the public Revenues the Governor General in Council will hereafter submit 
for His Majesty's approbation such modifications of the proposed system as 
shall in his judgement appear to be necessary to ensure to His Majesty all 
the advantages which the Country is capable of yielding and at the same 
time to secure the happiness and prosperity of the People. 

1. To provide for the immediate wants of His Majesty and of His 
Royal Household, the Governor General in Council has b COT d to 
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determine that the following sums shall be paid monthly in Money from the 
Treasury of the Resident at Delhi : 


To His Majesty for his private expenses ss . Кв. 60,000 
To the Heir apparent exclusive of the Revenues of 

late Cousin his Jagheer УР ... Кв. 10,000 
То Mirza Jzzut Buksh his Majesty's son by his favorite 

wife Mabarreck Mahl та . Кв. 5,000 
To Mirza Monajin Bukht x pas i . Rs. 1,000 
To his Brother тб . Rs. 500 
To His Majesty’s fifty younger sons wade и: 

at Rs. 200 each say 17 е a ... Rs. 10,000 
To Shah Newaz Khan it Эт a ... Rs. 2,500 
To Syed Reza Khan Be Sy “fhe ... Rs. 1,000 


Total per Mensem, S.R. Rs. 90,000 


12. If the produce of the Revenue of the assigned territory should 
hereafter admit of it the monthly sum to be advanced to His Majesty for 
his private expences may be increased to the extent of one Lack of Rupees. 


13. You are likewise authorized to pay to His Majesty at the great 
Festivals of the Jeshun; the Edes Nouraze, Bussunt, Hooly and at the 
Ramzaun the sum of ten Thousand Rupees according to ancient established 
usage. 


14. In the negotiation of this arrangement as it respects the Heir apparent, 
and His Royal Highness Mirza Juzzut Buksh, it must be stipulated that the 
Jagheers now held by those Princes in the Dooab shall be surrendered to 
the British Government. 


16. The arrangements proposed in your letters to the Right Honble the 
Commander in Chief, dated the 16% of March and to His Excellency the 
Governor General dated the 23rd of the same month for the establishment 
of a military Force for the protection of the assigned Territory, and of the 
North West Frontier of our possessions in Hindostan is considered to be 
Judicious. The Governor General in Council is however of opinion that 
it would be expedient to substitute for the three Nadjeeb Battalions proposed 
to be Stationed at Carnaut or Paniput and at Nurule three of the Battalions 
heretofore in the service of Ambajee Inglia and now employed in Bundelcund ; 
and to attack to these corps a sufficient proportion of European Officers from 
the Officers heretofore in the Service of Dowlut Row Scindiah and now in 
the pay of the British Government. 


16. The sentiments of the Governor General in Council on the arrange- ` 
ment have been communfcated to the Right Honorable the Commander in 
Chief by whom you will be furnished with instructions for the regulation of 
your proceedings. The Commander in Chief will aleo determine whether in 
Consequence of the Vicinity of the assigned Territory to the possessions of 
the Бев it may be necessary to maintain any irregular Cavalry on the 
Frontier, 
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17. The pay of the Troops of every description to be employed in the 
assigned Territory is to be regularly issued to them from the Treasury of 
the Resident at the Court of Delhi under proper Regulations to be determined 
hereafter. 


18. Your suggestion that the Forts of Goculghur, Madooghur and Ranor 
should immediately be dismantled appears to the Governor General in 
Council to be judicious—you will not however demolish the Fortifications until 
you shall have obtained the previous sanction of the Right Honble the 
Commander in Chief to that measure. 


"19. When the arrangements prescribed in this dispatch shall have been 
carried into effect, you will submit for the consideration and orders of the 
Governor General in Council a detailed report of your proceedings in the 
introduction of the system proposed to be established in every 
branch of the administration of the Territory assigned to His Majesty 
and you will furnish regular monthly accounts of all your receipts and 
disbursements according to items which will be transmitted to you from Fort 
William. You will likewise submit to the Governor General in Council 
frequent reports of all matters connected with the administration of the 
affairs of the Territory placed under your superintendence and management 
in every department of the Public Service. 


: 20. The success of your administration will in a great measure depend 
on the prudence and circumspection which may regulate your choice of the 
Native Officers to be employed, in the Immediate charge of the Revenues, 
and of the Police of the assigned Territory and on your own Vigilance in the 
detection of abuses. The reputation, and permanent interests of the British 
Government require that the administration of the affairs of the assigned 
Territory should be established and maintained on a basis of Justice and 
moderation and the Governor-General іп Council entertains а confident 
expectation that the important trust committed to your charge will be executed 
in such manner as shall impress on the minds of all descriptions of persons 
under your authority a just sense of the inestimable advantages they will 
receive from their transfer from the lawless dominion of a Marhatta Despot 
to wise and equitable authority of the British Government.” 


KALIKINKAR DATTA. 


f 


Nem Wight on Rajah Ganesh and Sultan 
Ibrahim Shargi of Jaunpur from 
Contemporary Correspondence of 
tuo Muslim Saints. 


"нЕ type of religious literature embodied in the Maktubat or letters and 

Malfuzat or table-talks and Tazkirah or biographical accounts of saints 
has not received the attention that it deserves, for there is a belief in certain 
quarters that the works of Sufi Mystics are generally so dogmatic in nature, 
so conventional in their treatment, and so much interspersed with super- 
natural affairs, that they cannot serve the purposes of a student of history. 
But a careful study of the saintly utterances, correspondence and discourses 
of the great Sufi Mystics of India shows that there is much in them even for 
those who are interested in things historical. In the address read at the 
Bombay session of the Indian History Congress the present writer endeavoured 
to show that some ihteresting and significant facts relating to certain trends 
of thought of the past and some ideas of obvious political implications can 
be gleaned from the letters and religious discourses of certain highly 
talented and venerated sufi saints (1) of the days of Akbar and Jahangir. 
More recently in a paper sent (2) elsewhere an attempt has been made to 
scrutinize the contents and emphasize the historical value of the various 
collections of Malfuzat and Makatubat of. Hazrat Ahmad Sharfuddin (3) Yahya 
Maneri, one of the greatest sufi saints of medieval India of the 14 century, 
whose tomb at Biharsharif was visited by kings, princes and nobles and is 
still a resort of devout Muslims and even Hindus. Historical gleanings from 
the Malfuzat Makutbat (4) of another well-known saint, Hazarat Ashraff (5) 
Jahangir Simnani, who came to Bihar just when the renowned saint of 





(1} Е. G. Hazrat Ahmad Mujaddid-i-Sirhindi and Hazrat Shaikh Abdul Haque 
Muhaddis-Dehlvi. К 

(2) Contributed for the ensuing Delhi Session of I.H.C. 

(3) See the previous issue of В. Р. & P. | 

(4) An old copy belonging to the direct descendants of the adopted son of the 
Simnani saint of Simri Bakhtiyarpur (Monghyr Dt.) and another old manuacript at 
present in possession of Dr. Zubair Ahmad of Calcutta have been consulted and the 
writer takes this opportunity to offer them his grateful thanks. 

(5) See Akhbarul Akhyar and Мпа] Asrar and other Tazkirahs. The writer 
Proposes to examine critically the available materiala about the life and activity of the 
saint in a separate paper. 
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Biharsharif had died in 782.or 1380 A.D. and was about to be buried and 
then passed on to Bengal’ where he became a disciple of the celebrated 
Pandua saint, Hazrat Alaul Haque, (6) the father of Hazrat Nurul Hague, and 
after a stay of six years there went to Jaunpur where he finally settled down 
and laid the foundation of the famous Khangah of Kachaucha Sharif, will 
form the subject of a separate ‘paper. In the meantime it is worth while to 
draw the attention of those jnterested in the history of Bengal to the letters 
of the Saint of Kachuacha’ (Jaunpur) and of his friend and fellow-disciple, 
Hazrat Nur Qutub Alam, which: throw some light on the affairs of the rebel 
Hindu zamindar, Rajah Kans or Ganesh, and Sultan Ibrahim Shargi of 
Jaunpur. The letter of Hazrat (7) Nur Qutub Alam does not mention any 
name but it contains obvious references to the temporary Hindu domination 
in Bengal under Rajah Ganesh and the conversion of his son, Jadu or 
Jalaluddin, and to the feeling of frustration amongst the Muslims. : 

The author of Mirat-ul-Asrar, (8) a biographical dictionary of the 
famous saints of various Orders, who completed his work in the early years 
of emperor Shahjahan, says:—Rajah Kans, who was a zamindar, gained 
an ascendancy over the kingdom of Bengal on the death of Sultan Shamshuddin 
who was the (9) last of his line, in 788 (1386) and he practised so much oppres- 
sion upon the Muslims that they began to flee from him. His oppression grew 
to such an extent that Shaikh Nur Qutub Alam became very much disgusted 
with him and complained against him to Sultan [brahim of Jaunpur. He 
- also sought the assistance of ‘Hazrat Mir Syed Ashraff Jahangir Simnani and 
requested him to offer his prayer for the welfare (of Muslims). Rajah Kans 
ruled for seven years and then died. Sultan Jalaluddin, the son of Rajah 
Kans, realised, after the death of his father, that he could not cope success 
fully with the Muslims, and, therefore, he became a convert to Islam because 
of his lust fo. kingdom. Не, however, became a disciple of Shaikh Nur 
Qutub’ Alam, son of Hazrat Shaikh Alaul Haque, and ruled without disturb- 
ance for 17 years and died in 822. May God's mercy'be upon him.” 
Though the dates given here are wrong, as in some other welknown 
histories, (10) the facts are substantially correct. The late Mr. Bhattasali (11) 
who takes his stand on the firm ground of numismatic evidence says that the 
author of Reyaz is quite correct in giving Rajah Ganesh, surnamed Danuja 
Mardana Deva, a reign of seven years for he was virtually the king of 
Bengal from 830 A.H., that Bengal was invaded by Sultan Ibrahim of Jaunpur 
in 817 on the invitation of the saint Nur Qutub Alam ; that in 818 Ganesh 
abdicated in favour of his son Jadu, who turned a Muslim and assumed the 
title of Jalaluddin Muhammud Shah ; that the latter was dethroned after the 
death of the saint Nur Qutub Alam in 818 and was reconverted by Ganesh 





(6) A.A.; М.А. He died—808—1398. 

(7) The manuscript belongs to the writer's friend, Mr. Fasihuddin Balkhi The Saint 
died=818=1415. 

(8) Kujhwa M.S. 

(9) Ibid. 

(10) Reyaz, Ferishta Tabakat, Stewart etc. А 

(11) The Coins of the Independant kings of Bengal, 

: + - 
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who again ascended the throne but died in 821 ; and that towards the end of 
821 Jadu cast aside his Hindu title in favour of the title and faith under which 
he had first coined his money in 818 and he died after.a reign of 17 years 
in 835. As regards Shamshuddin he has been decsribed by the author of 
Mirat as the son and successor of ‘Sultan-Us-Salatin’ (12) which was the title 
assumed by Saifuddin Hamza Shah. He ruled, according to this saintly (13) 
writer, for three years and a few months. Sultan Shamshuddin has been 
identified by the author of Riyaz with Shahabuddin Bayazid Shah and he is 
said to have reigned for three years four months and six days. Bhattasali 
says that this Sultan may have succeeded Hamza in the latter part of 814 
and continued on the throne till 817. This is supported by his coins which 
range between 814 and 817. Bhattasali also refers to the coins of Alauddin 
Firuz Shah, son of Bayazid or Shamshuddin, which аге all dated 817. This 
puppet king who was a nominee of Ganesh was too-insignificant and his 
so-called reign was too short—lived to be noticed by the author of Mirat or 
any other Muslim historian. 

lt was perhaps in this very year 817 that the Pandua saint, being dis- 
gusted ‘with whole sale murders and other acts of cruelty of Kans or Rajah 
Ganesh’, the de facto ruler of Bengal, wrote to Sultan [brahim of Jaunpur 
inviting him to invade Bengal. Hazrat Ashraff Jahangir in his letter No. 45 
which he addressed to ‘‘Sultan Us-Salatin Sultan: Ibrahim’’(14) acknowledges 
the letter received from Sultan and says, among other things “As for what 
you have disclosed regarding the receipt of the letter of Qutub Alam inviting - 
your aid against the-usurpation of Kans, the infidel, I have noted its content 
which is to this (15) effect. The Islamic land of Bengal has after a period of 
about 300 (16) years been darkened by the gloom of faith-destroying infidels 
and the Musalmans have been put to, disgrace. The lamp of the faith of 
Islam and true guidance which cast its lustre on every hook and corner has 
been extinguished by the wind of unbelief blown by Kans Rai. Light the 
lamp of Nuri and Husaini (17) by the fire of your victorious ітоорв....... 
Why are you sitting calm and happy on your throne when the abode of faith 
of Islam has been reduced to such a condition! Arise and come to the aid 
of religion for it is obligatory upon you who are possessed of resources. Why 
did Amir Taimur the Sahib Qaran, burn the throne of Delhi? Was it not on 
the strength of the fatwah of faith? Не had marked two or three improper(18) 
things because of which he devastated such a populous city of Delhi. You 





(12) R. 5. Stewarts B. etc. 

(13) H. Ashraff ‘Jahangir. 

(14) There are other letters in the Maktubat addressed to this king and mostly in 
reply to his own and we find many references to him in the Malfuzat also. 

(15) The poetical lines in this letter which have been translated here are from the 
pen of the Simnani saint himself and they only give the gist of the letter of the Bengal: 
saint. 

(16) This means that Islam entered Bengal long before its conquest by Bakhtiyar 
but peaceful penetration does not mean possession, 

{17) This refers to Shaikh Hussain ‘Dhukkarposh’ who also had to мех from 
Ganesh, 


(18) Timur did put forward such an excuse, See the history of this time. 
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“are yourself the Sahib Qaran (19) of Hind and yet you have tolerated such 
cruelties and oppressions which are consuming Bengal. The fire of infidelity 
is raging there and you are keeping your sword in your sheath. | feel surprised 
on seeing such faith of that friend who is keeping himself off from such 
affair. The land of Bengal is described as a paradise but now it is enveloped 
by the smoke of the hellish people. A Khalil (20) does not feel afraid of a 
fire place but you are fighting shy of such a resplendant garden. Oppression 
of such a kind is being practised upon every one that it cannot be described 
in detail by the реп..... Don't sit at rest for even an hour on your throne. 
Come and overthrow this infidelity by your sword. Such was the purport of 
the saintly Nuri letter that you have received. As-for what you say that 
you havé drawn up your numerous and victorious forces for the invasion of 
Bengal and I should express my opinion on that, and if I approve of it, 
it would be taken by you as a kind act on my part if 1 would offer my prayer 
for your success, you should know that there is nothing more pleasant 
for religious minded kings (21) than to lead their forces in defence of the 
faith of Musalmans. It is regarding them that the Quranic passage ‘‘victory 
comes from God and is near at hand” and the Quranic prediction of **definite 
and sure victory for rulers’ who rise for the defence of faith were revealed. 
No opinion can be better than this and nothing would redound more to your 
name and fame than when you brought out your forces to render aid and 
suppress mischief. Glory be to the kings who come out of their climes to 
give aid and draw their forces to render assistance and after freeing the 
land of the true believers do justice by giving the same back to them. God 
be praised | what a good land is that of Bengal where numerous (22) saints and 
ascetics came from many directions and made it their -habitation and home. 
For example at Devgaon seventy leading disciples of the Shaikh of Shaikh 
Hazrat Shaikh Shahabuddin (23) Suharwardi are taking their eternal rest. 
Several saints of the Suharwardi-order are lying buried in Mahisun (24) and 
this is the case with the stints of Jalilia (25) order in Deotala. In Narkoti 
some of the best companions of the Shaikh of Shaikh and of Shaikh Ahmad 
Damishgi (26) are found. Hazrat Shaikh Sharfuddin (27) Tawwama, one of 
the twelve of the Qadarkhani order whose chief pupil was Hazrat Shaikh 








(19) “Lord of the happy conjunction”: “а fortunate and invincible hero.” 
i (20) This refers to the Quranic story about Prophet Abraham and his persecutor, 
Nimrud, who had tried to burn him but the fire became flowers. 

(21) This reminds us of many instances іп history of religious leaders having swayed 
the political destinies of peoples and countries. 

(22) See Amold’s Preaching of Islam for peaceful penetration of Islam in Bengal. 
„But he has'not said the final word on the subject. 

(23) The celebrated saint who founded the suhurwardia order of sufis, died 539 A.H. 
—1144 А.Р. Я 

(24) Devkot and Narkoti are frequently mentioned but Deotala and Deogaon are 
yet to be identified.. As regards Mahisun, it has been described as a religious centre by 
several writers. The father of ‘the celebrated saint of Bihar had a teacher who lived there. 

(25) Founded by Shaikh Jalaluddin Tabrizi, who has been mentioned by Ibn Batuta, 
Farihsta, Abul Fazl and others. : 

(26) Nothing is known about this saint, at least to the writer of this paper, 

(27) He was a great servant. See Managibul Asfa. 
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Sharfuddin Maneri is lying buried at Sonargaon. And then there was Hazrat 
Bad (28) Alam and Badr Alam Zahidi. In short, in the country of Bengal 
what to speak of the cities there is no town and no village where holy - 
saints did not come and settle down. Many of the saints of the Suharwardia 
order are dead and gone under earth but those still alive are also in fairly 
large number. If the sons and descendants of these holy personages, and 
particularly the son and family members of Hazrat Qutub Alam, are rescued 
from the clutches of the black infidels with your aid and assistance and the 
courage and bravery of your troops it would be an excellent thing...... 
I, the afflicted Darwash of the Alai order congratulate you on the firm 
resolve that you have made and | offer my prayer for the deliverance of 
Bengal from the hands of the infidels. | have already recited the Fatiha (29) 
prayer to God to render justice. As your object and that of your nobles is 
to free the land of Bengal and to champion the cause of Islam, if God wills 
you will achieve your aims in the best manner possible...... As the firm 
resolve and the sound judgment of the king are directed towards helping the 
cause and satisfying the heart's desire of the son of Hazrat Makhdum (30) you 
should not neglect showing favour to that dear holy personage and you 
should never refrain from meeting him and fighting for his cause. 

In letter No. 46 of the Maktubat, addressed to “the Qutub of the age 
Hazrat Shaikh Nur” the saint Asraff Jahangir who describes himself as 
"Ashraff, the servant of the Alai court” first offers his ‘copious benedictions 
and limitless greetings” and then says ‘As regard what you have written 
about the overthrowing of the kingdom of Islam by the army of Kans Rai, 
the infidel, and about the devastation of the habitation of God's creatures 
- by the boisterous wind of Kans the luckless one, everything has become 
evident. The iniquities and oppression which the members of the illustrious 
Alaia and Khalidia family have had to suffer from have come to my know- 
ledge. Calamities come from Heaven to prophets and holy personages. 
О dear one! these are beconings and hints and suggestions from above and 
they are given to fighters of the battle of love.” This is followed by a long 
catalogue of prophets and holy personages and saints of the past who have 
had to suffer for the sake of God. The writer then exhorts the addressee 
to remain frm and manly in his attitude and patiently await the results of his 
appeal for help. He concludes ‘The standard of the sultan and the royal 
army are already (31) on the move towards that country of the dear one. The 








(28) There is a mausoleum of saint Badr Alam (Shaikh Badruddin Zahidi) at Bihar 
Sharif, dated 1761, erected in the time of Sultan Feroz Tughluq, under the auspices of 
Kifayet Khan, by Alam Khan. The saint was the son of Khwaja Fakhruddin Zahidi 
and a contemporary of Hazrat Sharfuddin Yahya Maneri. His disciples are found in 
Bengal and Chatgaon. 

(29) The opening sura of the Quran. 

(30) The saint Ala ul Haque Bengali. 

(31) Moulvi Mohammad Ilyas Rahmani, a friend of the writer, has discovered a 
"Bayaz of Mulla Тадууа, a courtier of Akbar and Jehangir and copied іп 1023 by Mulla 
Abul Hasan of Darbhanga, and in it we find references to “Raja Kans, a Hindu 
Zamindar”’, acquiring ascendancy in Bengal, oppressing the Muslims, and instigating 
Sheo Singh, the “rebellous son of Deva Singh, the Raja of Tirhut’, to commit depreda 
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king with, his numerous army is determined to drive out the infidels and it is 
hoped that the. Musalmans would be rescued from the clutches of Kans Rai 
and his men.” 


The next letter (No. 47) is addressed to ‘Shaikh Hussain(32) Dhukkarposh” 
condoling him on the death of his son whom Kans Rai, the infidel, had 
slain. The following extracts deserve notice ‘Those who traverse the path 
of God have many calamities to suffer from. They have to undergo many 
trials and tribulations...... It is hoped through the spiritual grace of the 
souls of Suharwardia and Ruhania saints of the past that in near future that 
kingdom of Islam will be freed from the hands of the luckless non-believers. 
The royal army is being sent from this side to render assistance and the result 
will soon become apparent. My Makhdum Zada (the son of my spiritual 
guide), “Бе blossoms of the garden of Alai and Khalidia(33) house” may rest 
assured of the help of this Darwesh. Sultan-us-Salatin ‘Sultan Ibrahim of 
Jaunpur had told me, the poor man, that Hazrat, the Qutub of the age, Shaikh 
Nur. Bengali, had sought his aid saying that the dust of unbelief and idolatory 
had spread over the kingdom of Bengal which had been conquered by 
Bakhtiyar Khilji about two hundred (34) fifty years ago. I, the poor Darwesh, 
replied, ‘Нох good and fortunate and how excellent is that occasion when 
renowned sovereigns and mighty nobles spend their lives on giving aid and 
protection to the oppresesd and rendering assistance to the aggrieved and 
afflicted persons.- Take for example Amir Taimur Gurgan who led his forces 
against Delhi because of the affairs of the faith had been neglected and thrown 
into the background to some extent." Then he tells us how Taimur on one 
occasion demonstrated before his man his physical infirmity. His health was 
so poor that he attempted thrice to walk for a little distance without the help 
and support of two servants on both sides but he failed. And yet this same 
Tamerlane had brought a considerable portion of the earth under his sway. 





tions upon the muslims, Sheo Singh is said to have killed many holy personages and 
contemplated a similar action against ‘Makhdum Shah Sultan Hussain’, the Khalifa of 
Makhdum Ala-ul Huq of Pandua. We are also told that Sultan Ibrahim Sharqi of 
Jaunpur, being requested by Makhdum Nur Qutub Alam, marched against Bengal, but 
had to face the opposition of Sheo Singh in Tirhut. The latter was defeated, puraued, 
and captured and his stronghold, Lehra, was taken His father, the dispossessed Raja of 
Tirhut, wae restored to power on condition of allegiance and loyalty. The Sultan of 
Jaunpur then resumed his march against Raja Kans and ordered a mosque with a pulpit 
and a place of residence for Makhdum Shah Sultan Hussain to be erected. Mulla Taqyya 
gives the text of an inscription which he found on the gate of the mosque concluding as 
follows:—‘This mosque was erected during the time of the Naib of the Caliph, the com- 
mander of the Faithful, Abul Fateh Shah Sultan 850 А.Н.’ 

(32) Dhukkarposh.or ‘dust ridden’ or ‘ragwearer’ was the surname of Shah Hussain 
of Purnea who was the son of Makhdum Shah Hussan and Bibi Kamal the female saint 
of Kako in the Gaya district. She was the daughter of Hazrat Sulaiman Langarzamin 
and of Bibi Hadda, who was опе of the four daughters of the.famous Jethuli saint, 
Makhdum Sahabuddin Pir Jagjot. 

(33) The saint of Bengal was descended from the famous Arab general Khalid Bin 
Walid, ‘the sword of God’, 

(34) 222 years since 596 shen Mohammad Bin Bakhtiyar captured Nadia, the 
capital of Bengal. 
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This was because what the Quran says God exalts whomsoever he likes to be 


rulers of men. 


There is nothing else in the Maktubat of the Simnani saint regarding the 
episode of Rajah Ganesh and the saint Nur Qutub Alam and as for the 
Malfuzat it was compiled long before this affair and, therefore, cannot serve 
our purpose. But a manuscript copy of the Maktubat of Hazrat Nur Qutub 
Alam contains a letter (No. 9) which the compiler says, was written to 
“some’ dear one after separation from Pandua’’. The context shows that 
the addressee was the son (35) of the writer. The letter is couched in religious 
terms and the writer, а saint belonging to Wajudia(36) school of Sufiatic. 
philosophy naturally ascribes everything that happens to the will of God and 
says that ‘‘one has no power to open one’s lips regarding the intricacies and 
subtilities of the Divine mysteries.” Though there is no questioning the 
“limitless mysteries and wisdom of God” this does not mean that a man 
should not do his duty nor expect good to come out of the evil. There is, 
however, a vein of remorse and regret at what had happened and also a 
sense of resentment and frustration running through the sentences. The 
saint apparently regretted having accepted a situation which was fraught with 
mischief. The following expressions are significant, `1, the poor man, 
reminded that king (37) of myself now and then but at this time when spirits 
are so low and morbidity so prevalent I, the poor man, feel extremely 
unsettled апа perturbed. | am so paralysed by the anguish of my existence 
that [ have abandoned the world. Мау he draw the pen of His forgiveness 
across the pages of my short comings!’ In the opening .words of the 
letter the saint describes himself as follows ‘“This poor, helpless, Nur, covered 
with dust, afflicted with the misfortunes of the times, full of care for the world 
but tormented by religious calamities, restless and distracted because of the 
pain of his very being and existence, suspended from the service and worship 
of God, hanging his head down because of the inability to serve the spiritual · 
Lords offers his blessings.” The following sentences are also well worth 
our attention: ‘ОЬ soul of thy father! how strange із the affair and astonish- 
ing the time that the river of God, the Unapproachable (38) and Unmoveable, 
has become ruffled and thousands of doctors of religion and learned men 
and ascetics and devotees had fallen under the command of an infidel, a 
zamindar (39) of 400 years (standing), and the benefits of true guidance 
have gone....... He has allowed the commands and prohibitions to go 
under the control of an infidel. .... The reins of Islam have gone into the 
hands of those who associate others with God. He had caused Islam to be 
replaced by infidelity with the results that the benefits of religion have been 








(35) Anwar was the name of the saint’s son, who is said to have been murdered 
by Raja Ganesh. 

(36) The Sufis in their conception of God are divided into Wujudi (monistic) and 
Shuhudi (moderately pantheistic) schools of thought. i 

(37) Opinions may differ about this meaning of ‘Shah’. 

(38) The worda actually used are ‘Istighna’’ and “Вепеуа2Г”. 

(39) The meaning is not quite clear here. The words which are found in the 
manuscript аге ‘Chahar Sad Sala Zamindar’. What followa is still more obscure. 
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destroyed and the standard of unbelief has risen to the sky. He has allowed - 
the ruin of the faith.” -Another passage will bear quotation “How exalted is 
God! He has bestowed, without apparent reason, the robe of faith on the 
lad (40) of an infidel and installed him on the throne of the kingdom over his 
friends. Kufry (infidelity) has gained predominance and the kingdom of 
Islam has been spoiled. -Who knows what Divine wisdom ordains and what 
is fated for what individual existence? Neither the devotion and the worship 
of the votaries. of God proved helpful to them nor the unbelief of the infidels 
fettered their steps. Neither worship and devotion does any good to His 
Holy Divine Majesty nor does infidelity do any harm to Him. Alas! Alas! 
oh! how painful! with one gesture and freak of independence He caused the 
consumption of so many souls, the destruction of so ‘many lives, and shedding 
of so much of bitter tears. Alas! Woe to me! the sun of Islam has become 
obscured and the moon of religion has become. eclipsed. But according to 
the command of God the most holy ‘Help the cause of piety and righteous- 
ness’ and “ор votaries of God, help the cause of God and give aid to the 
religion of God” it is obligatory on every Musalman to render assistance to, 
and champion the cause of, the faith of God. Although so far as the 
‚ apparent signs are concerned there is no possibility of assistance reaching us 
yet looking at the inside of things and returning to God one should make 
earnest supplication and sincerely pray and lament throughout the night and 
solicit aid from God who listens to and grants request and see what comes 
out of the very dark night and distressing ‘circumstances.” 


SYED HASAN ASKARI. 





(40) This obviously refers to Jadu who is said to have been twelve years old at the 
time of conversion. 


The Fort Willian College and the 
Historical and Geographical Studies 
in Bengal. 


lack of serious interest in the study of history and geography has been a · 

characteristic defect in.the intellectual equipment or cultural set-up of 
the Indians. In spite of all arguments to the contrary, the fact cannot be 
denied that compared with Greece, Rome, China and other countries, India 
lags far behind in this respect. It is all the more strange that even a close 
and intimate contact with the Muslims did not bring about any improvement. 
There were many good Muslim, historians whose works have reached us, but 
they did not inspire the Hindus with any genuine interest in the history, either 
of the past or of the present. Then came the impact of the British, and it is 
interesting to note the influence exercised by them. I propose.to study in 
this paper its effect in Bengal in the early 19 century. 

When the Fort William College was established for the education of the 
officials, necessity was apparently felt for good text books on the history and 
geography of Bengal. The authorities naturally turned towards the learned 
Pandits of the college to supply the want. It is either a mere accident that 
the Sanskrit Pandits of the college had greater influence with the authorities 
than the Maulavis, or it might have been the result of a deliberate policy on 
the part of the British government. In any case there is no doubt about the 
fact itself which has led:to a characteristic development of the Bengali‘ 
language as distinguished from other vernaculars of North India. While we . 
find that practically all over North India the undeveloped vernaculars, as was 
natural, came more and more under the dominant influence of Persian, the 
Pandits of Fort William College substituted Sanskrit in Из place. The result 
was at first a highly Sanskritized Bengali, which was gradually changed into 
its modern form in course of the 19th century. But in spite of great trans- 
formation Bengali has always retained its strong affiliation to Sanskrit, which 
has not only supplied its vocabulary and grammar but also a rich store-house 
of thoughts and ideas. Far different has been the case in the rest of Northern 
India from the borders of Bengal to the bank of the Indus where Urdu, or a . 
highly Persianized form of Hindi, reigned supreme. The difference was vividly 
brought home to my mind when last year at Simla. [ found the notice of а 
public meeting of the refugees of Western Panjab written in Arabic script. - 
A Panjabi gentleman told me that not a single Muhammadan could be found 
in the area between Kalka and Simla, and yet all the way they were still 
using the script borrowed from the Muslims. From this fate Bengal was 
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perhaps saved by the Pandits of the Fort William College, and if their example 
had been followed in the Hindu-majority provinces in North India the 
unfortunate controversy between Hindi and Urdu or Hindusthani would not 
have arisen to-day. | 

I have made this digression in order to contrast the salutary influence 
of the Pandits in this respect with the very retrograde character of their 
historical composition, Three specimens may be mentioned to illustrate this 
point. The first is a general history of India called ‘Rajavali’ written in Bengali 
in A.D, 1808, by Pandit Mrityunjoy Sarma, Professor, Fort William College, 
and Chief Pandit of the Supreme Court. It professes to give a short history 
of the royal dynasties in India from the time of the Pandavas to the British 
conquest. The history of the Hindu period, as given in this work, is full of 
fancy,’ imagination and most absurd and grotesque stories. Though the 
Muslim period is somewhat better, it falls far short of a historical text such 
as could be easily written with the material easily available in Persian histories. 
A more curious example is furnished by the biography of Maharaja Krishna- 
. chandra of Nadia entitled “Маћагаја Krishnachandra Rayasya Сһақітат”, 
written in A.D. 1805 by Pandit Rajiblochan Mukhopadhyaya, a teacher in the 
Fort William College. It displays an amazing ignorance even of the principal 
events that led to the establishment of British authority in Bengal—i.c., incidents 
which mostly took place within the lifetime of the author. Such an utter lack 
of historical instinct and callous disregard of truth even in respect of contem- 
porary history it is difficult to imagine. Another historical text of the period 
is “The History of Raja Pritapadityu’’ by Ram Ram Boshoo, one of the 
Pandits in the College of Fort William,” written in Bengali, with the title page 
also in English as quoted above, and published іп A.D. 1801. It is a biography 
` of Pratapaditya of Jessore, one of the well-known Bhuiyans ог semi- 
independent local chiefa of Bengal in the first quarter of the 17th century A.D. 
Apart from mythical and supernatural elements it contains a highly exaggerated 
account of the power and prestige of Pratapaditya. Не is said to have 
conquered the whole of Bengal and Bihar and is represented as the most 
powerful ruler of Hindustan whose daughter became, on that ground, the 
chief queen of Jahangir. 

The three historical works, mentioned above, were all written by eminent 
Pandits of the Fort William College in the first decade of the [9th century. 
The almost simultaneous composition of three historical works by a class of 
people who never before took to historical studies suggests external influence, 
and there can be scarcely any doubt that this was imparted by the British 
government through the authorities of the College. The Council of Fort 
William College keenly felt the want of suitable text books and encouraged 
the Pandits to write them by offering rewards in cash and also buying a large 
number of books for the College. We may- easily believe that this served 
as the principal incentive to the Pandits. At the same time the three books 
serve as conspicuous evidence of the traditional lack of “historical instincts of 
the Sanskrit scholars. They did not seem to profit in the least by their close 
and intimate contact with the English historians, two of whom, Stewart and 
Marshman, were almost their contemporaries. Their defect as historical 
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writers is brought into prominent relief by the two excellent historical accounts 
of Bengal written by two contemporary Muslim writers shortly before the end 
of the ] 8 century. A comparison of the historical works of the Pandits of 
the Fort William College with Riyaz-us-Salatin and Siyar-ul-Mutaquerin gives 
us a fair measure of the difference between Hindu and Muslim scholarship in 
history. 

Turning to geographical study we possess the manuscript of a Sanskrit 
treatise named Desāvali-vivriti which was first brougkt to light by the late 
Mahamahopadhyaya Haraprasad Ѕавіті.(1) According to a statement contained 
in the text itself it was composed by Jaganmohan Pandit at the orders of a 
chief named Vaijala who died in 1648-9 A.D. Sastri accordingly concluded 
that the work belonged to the 17th century. But there is internal evidence 
to show that the text in its present form belonged to a much later period. 
Thus it refers to the son and grandson of a chief of Dungur who is said ta 
have been ruling in A.D. 1710. Further, in connection with the account of 
Pratapaditya it refers to the descendants of Basanta Roy, uncle of Pratapaditya, 
viz., Kachu Roy, Nilakantha, Mukundadev, Krishnadev and Govindadev Коу. ' 
All these are mentioned by Ram Ram Basu in his biography of Pratapaditya 
mentioned above and we are told that the adopted son of Govindadev was 
still alive when he wrote, i.e., in A.D. 1801. This would show that the book 
could not be finally brought to its present form long before the end of the 18th 
century A.D. The same conclusion also follows from the fact that the author 
gives an account of Ramchandra (the son-in-law of Pratapaditya) and his 
successors who ruled for more than 160 years. 


Recently Prof. D. C. Bhatlacharya has pronounced the work to be ‘an 
ugly forgery’ ‘never written before 1810 A.D."(2) This date may be approxi- 
mately correct, and we may set down the composition of this geographical 
treatise by a Pandit—a very unusual-achievement of Sanskrit scholarship— 
to the same wave of interest or enthusiasm which led the three contemporary 
Pandits of the Fort William College to write their works on history. 


But there is one great difference between historical and geographical 
studies. Even a forged geographical text, which is passed as a genuine old 
text, may have great value. For even such a text, written in 1810, represents 
the geographical condition of the [8th century of which we have but scanty 
record. Аз a matter of fact we have no satisfactory geographical account of 
India during the 17th and 18 centuries. The introduction of British rule and 
its new syatem of administrative divisions have effaced old landmarks, and 
there is almost a blank between the picture offered by Ain-i-Akbari, and the 
condition ushered in by the British. But the geographical divisions of the 
Desavali-vivriti corréspond neither to the Subas or Sirkars of Akbar's time 





(1) “Descriptive Catalogue of Sanskrit Manuscripts in the Government collection 
under the care of the Asiatic Society of Bengal” By Haraprasad Sastri, Vol. IV (1923), 
рр. 36 &. A fuller account has been given by me in the ‘“‘Sahitya-Parishat Patrika, 
1355 B.S., рр. 1 Я. 

(2) In а paper read at the monthly meeting of the Royal Asiatic Society of Bengal, 
Calcutta, of which only a printed summary is available to me. 
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nor to the districts and divisions of the British period. It rather represents 
either the state of things before the consolidation of the Mughal rule or the 
period of transition in the 18% century when the old system had crumbled 
down and was not yet replaced by the new. This тау be illustrated by the 
account of Bengal where the British system had арава the Mughal towards 
the end of the 18th century A.D. 


Before describing the geography of Bengal as given in the Désavali-viuriti, 
it is necessary to observe that whatever may be the date of the text, its author 
has evinced a fairly accurate knowledge of the main topographical features 
of this province. His book cannot be regarded as ап “ugly forgery” in the 
sense that he gives a deliberately false account or draws entirely or even 
mainly upon his imagination. He has partly drawn upon old sources and 
partly relied upon his own knowledge. Thus after describing Bhushna, a 
part of Vangadesh, which roughly corresponds to Faridpur, Pabna, and parts 
of Khulna and Dacca Districts, the author remarks that this account is quoted 
from Vikramasagara composed Ъу a predecessor of Vaijala, referred to above. 


Now the description of Bhushni undoubtedly possesses some features 
which mark it as fairly old. For it describes the river, about four yojanas to 
the east of Bhushna, as Bhuvanesa, flowing to the east, and places Vriddhagangi, 
six yojanas, further east. These two correspond to what is now called 
Bhuvaneswari апа Buriganga, and the relative distance is very accurate. But 
while even a small dying rivulet like the Bhuvaneshwari is mentioned there 
18 no reference to the mighty Padma immediately to its east. It is therefore 
not unlikely that the lower course of the Padma after its junction with the 
Yamuna, was. known in those days as Bhuvanesa and not Padma. To the 
east of the Buriganga, it names, in succession, Laksha, Brahmaputra, Gomati 
and Meghanada (i.e., Meghna). „This would show that the great river from 
Bhairabbazar downwards was then known as Brahmaputra, and the Meghna 
probably joined it further to the south. In view of the general accuracy shown 
by the author, we can only attribute the important discrepancies to the 
changes in the course of the rivers. Of course this difference may be true 
not of the time when the text was finally composed about 1810 A.D. but of 
that of the authority from which he quoted or got his information, for instance 
Vikramasigara. 14 is interesting to note that the Ain-i-Akbari also names the 
lower course of the Meghna as the Brahmaputra. 


This description of the rivers shows the importance of the text as a 
valuable source of information about the changed condition of things before 
the British period. This will be further obvious from the general division of 
Bengal into the following major states or provinces. 


1. Bhushna, including Faridpur mahadesa (large country), the city of 
Khulani (Khulna), Bhawanipore (Pabna Dt.), Sorajganj (Sirajgunje) 
on the Yamuna, and Sherpur (in Bogra Dt.) on the Karatoya. 

A passing reference is made to Chattaladesa (Chittagong 14 
Yojanas to the east of Bhushna). 

2. Susang with its capital at Durgapur, corresponding to the northern 

part of Mymensingh District. 
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3.. Varadayogini corresponding to Dacca District and including Jangir- 
nagar (i.e., Jahangirnagar or Dacca), Autsahi, Tarpasha, Malkha- 
nagar, Kumarpur, Domsar, Kurasi, Fulberia (with forts of Chand 
Roy and Kedar Roy), Rampal, Arial, and the rivers Ichchhamati 
and Dhalesvari. 


4. Bakla-chandravip, with its famous capital Madhavapasha. Kasipur, 
Barasala (Barisal), Khalisakota, Kotalipada, Kalasakati and 
Sundarbns, corresponding to Backergunje District. 


5. Tamralipta (Tamluk) including Behala, Barisha, Jaynagar, Baruipur, 
Mahishadal, Gangakhali (Geonkhali), and Uluberia, roughly com- 
prised Midnapore and parts of Howrah and 24 Parganas. It was 
a great centre of trade and produced large quantities of mango, 
areca-nut, jackfruit and cotton. 


6. Yasohar (Jessore) with its capital Chandrachanda or Chachra, 
Mahamandapur or Mamudpur, Jhingargacha, Gadkhali, Chandani- 
mal, Kusadvip, Fakirhat, Pabna, Ishubpur, Taki, Iswaripur, 
Dhumraghatta, and the rivers Rupsa, Bhairab, Yamuna, and 
Ichchhamati, thus comprising Jessore and parts of Khulna, 24 
Parganahs and Pabna Districts. То the west was the dominion 
of the Raja of Navadvip. 

7. Alipasimha with its capital city Muktagacha, Bagunbari, and the 
rivers Banar and the Brahmagupta, and roughly comprising the 
southern part of Mymensingh District. 


8. Мапака, with the chief city of that name (i.e., modern Mahanada) 
and extending up to the Sarasvati, included Saptagram, Mandar, a 
famous place with the ruins of a fort, and Padanano and thus roughly 
corresponded to a part of the Hooghly District. 


9. Vardhaman or Burdwan District. 
10. Vishnupur (Bankura District). 


11. Varendra, with its capital Nator, Putiya, another capital city, 
Jafarganj, Dinajpur, Nazirpuri-Pabna, Balughar, Balihar and 
Bhawanipur, corresponds to Rajshahi and Dinajpur Districts with a 
part of Pabna. 


This short analysis of the contents would show that the text reflects the 
political condition of Bengal when it was not united under a central adminis- 
tration and divided among a number of semi-independent ruling chiefs. This 
was quite true of the earlier part of the 17th century when the Mughals had 
not yet been ablle to consolidate their rule in Bengal by subduing the local 
rulers (known as Barabhuiyas) and, to a lesser degree, of the second half of 
the 18th century during the period of transition from Muslim to British rule. 
But a comparison with Rennel's Atlas published about 1780 A.D. shows some 
important difference which speaks in favour of the antiquity of the Desdavali- 
vivriti. As noted above the text is said to have been composed at the orders 


of Вацаа who died in 1648 A.D. It is not unreasonable to hold that this 
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statement is substantially correct in respect of the first compilation of the 
geographical account, but as noted above, it must have undergone бла] 
revision towards the close of the 18th century. It is probable that the interest 
taken by the Government of the day in the geographical account of the newly 
conquered province which-led to the work of Rennel also resulted in indi- 
genous works of which Desdavalivivriti is a fair specimen. It may be a forgery 
'in the sense that the Pandit, who voluntarily undertook or was entrusted with 
the work, incorporated in it a great of an earlier text. But far from being 
an ‘ugly forgery’ as Sri D. C. Bhattacharya has characterised it, it has served 
the valuable purpose of preserving for us a fairly correct geographical account 
of Bengal written by one or more Indians from a purely Indian point of view. ` 
It testifies to the importance of principalities, cities and villages which have 
long passed into oblivion or ceased to exist,; it sketches a territorial division 
of Bengal which is quite unfamiliar to us, and cuts across the present adminis- 
trative units ; it shows the changes in the courses of rivers and their relative 
importance ; it has preserved explanations, real or fanciful, of place-names, 
which are now quite forgotten; it has faithfully chronicled local historical 
traditions and popular faiths and beliefs.; and. occasionally gives some valuable 
data for social and economic history which are not available from other sources. 
All these reasons make Desavalivivriti an interesting reading not only for the 
history and geography of Bengal with which it. mainly deals, but, also for those 
of Eastern Rajputana, Central India, Malwa, United Provinces, Bihar, Assam 
and Dravida countries on which it throws a great deal of light. 


В. С. MAJUMDAR. 


The Presidency Small Cause Court, Galentta р 
The Oldest Existing Court in India. 


Qo 


NDER a Charter of Justice granted by the Crown of England: on 8th 
January, 1753, a Court of Requests was established in Calcutta in 
1753 for ‘а determination of civil suits of small pecuniary amounts. Later 
on, a Supreme Court of Judicature was established at Fort William in Bengal 
under a Royal Charter, dated 26th March, 1774. The Court of Requests 
was placed by this Charter under the Supreme Court. 

The Court of Requests originally consisted of 3 Commissioners who sat 
together in deciding cases. The First Indian Commissioner in the Court" of 
Requests in Calcutta Babu Russomoy Dutt was appointed in 1837 and was 
succeeded by Babu Hurro Chandra Ghosh in 1854. Mr. David Hare acted 
as Third Commissioner from 17-3-1840 to 1-6-1842. It may be interesting to 
note here that Babu Bhudeb Mukherjee was an unsuccessful candidate for 
the post of Head Clerk in this Court in 1846. From 1814 to 1850 only three 
of the Commissioners were lawyers and they were called ‘‘ргоѓеваіопа] Judges” 
while the remaining Commissioners were non-lawyers and were called 
“unprofessional Judges”. 

Sri Jadu Nath Roy was the first Sub-Judge to be appointed as a Judge 
whilé Sri Tara Pada Chatterjee was the frst Munsif to be appointed as 
Registrar of this Court. As most of the Judges were not lawyers the practice 
was that whenever a difficult question of law- arose the Judges made refer- 
ence to the Advocate General and decided cases according to his advice. 
This will appear from notes of the following cases preserved in the papers of 
the Court from 1826. . 

(а) On 19-5-1843 the Commissioners wrote to the Judicial Secretary for 
the Advocate General's opinion on the following points arising in a suit for 
the recovery of Rs. 39/- on account of fees at Rs. 4/- per visit as a medical 
practitioner by Baboo Shamacharan Ghose who obtained a diploma of Sub- 
Assistant Surgeon from the Calcutta Medical College. He treated Mr. H. 
Geffray, a Barrister-at-Law practising in the Supreme Court. Mr. Geffray 
gave such a signed memo to Baboo Shamacharan Ghose: 


и“ 
“Baboo Samacharan Ghose has paid me eleven visits at Rs. 4/- each: 
which I shall be happy to pay as soon as I have means to do so”. 


Sd/-. H. Geffrey, October Ist, 1842. 


These visits appear to have been made while Shamacharan Ghose was a 
student of the Medical College and had not obtained a diploma to practice 
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as a medical practitioner. The point raised in the suit was: “The plaintiff 
not having obtained a diploma to practice as a medical practitioner at the 
timie when the cause of action arose can he recover any charges in a court 
of law?” 


(6) On 8-10-1828 in a claim case the Commissioners Вы to have the 
opinion of Law Officers of the Government as to whether the Commissioners 
_ should allow the claim case or order the property to be sold. 


(c) On 28-8-1837 the Senior Commissioner wrote to Mr. Pearson, Advocate 
General: ‘Тһе Commissioners of the Court are divided in their opinion on 
the subject and it is one of some importance involving the rights of land- 
lords. I have thought it advisable to obtain the benefit of your judgment 
therein— 


(i) where the property of a defendant has been taken in execution 
of a decree of a Court and is still under seizure of its officer, 
has a landlord any right to oust the possession of the officer 
and sell such property under a distraint for rent? A public 
notice was affixed on the door of the premises for five days 
previous to its intended sale, calling upon the parties who may 
have any claim upon the property to register me same in Court 
for future adjudication. 


(i) After the sale of effects and realisation and deposit in Court of 

the proceeds, and before payment thereof to the plaintiff in 

. the suit, should the landlord's claim in rent be allowed or not 
out of such: proceeds”, -> 


A Proclamation of 1802 empowered the Presidency Small Cause Court 
to frame its own rules and regulations. But as a matter of fact no such rule 
was framed and the Judges carried on the business of the Court on their 
own responsibility. Thus carrying on business of the Court in the absence 
of any prescribed rules the Judges sometimes acted beyond their power and 
actions were brought against them. 


(a) One Mr. Naufer brought a suit for house rent against Mr. Butcher 
which was heard by one Commissioner and was decreed on 12-12-1843. 
Mr. Butcher's attorney Mr. W. J. Shaw wrote to the ‚Commissioners who 
then forwarded-that letter and the warrant of execution against Mr. Butcher 
to the Judicial Secretary with this remark “But as the case was heard and 
decided eventually by one Commissioner we fear that legal objection on 
this account would be raised to the proceedings altogether should this matter 
be brought before the Supreme Court. To avoid a matter of so disagreeable 
a nature we deem it expedient to stay the execution against Mr. Butcher for 
the present to submit the matter for the consideration of the Hon'ble the 
Governor of Bengal and respectfully suggest that the question of jurisdiction 
of this Court is one which loudly calls for immediate legislative interference 
` as we have repeatedly and urgently demonstrated in our former letters’’. 


. (b) On 12-1-1827 Writ of Mandamus was issued on Commissioners С. W. 
Breetzeka, J. W. Macleod and R. B. Loyd, Esq. by Sir Charles Edward Grey, 
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Chief Justice at Fort William commanding them to furnish Mr. H. A. Smith, 
Attorney for defendant Raj Narain Dash with an attested copy of the affidavit 
or deposition on which a warrant had been issued from the Court of Requests 
which had refused to grant such copy and the Commissioners were directed 
to pay the costs of the application unless they could show cause to the 
contrary. 


(c) On 3-11-1847 the Commissioners reported to the Deputy Governor of 
Bengal that an action for false imprisonment had been commenced against 
the Senior Commissioner by Sk. Neamat Khan, a servant of Dr. Begg in a 
case in which Neamat Khan was a witness for the plaintiff and Dr. Begg 
was defendant. Inspite of having been subpoenaed Neamat did not appear 
and so he was arrested under an attachment issued and as the plaintiff wanted 
time till the next day the witness Neamat Khan was remanded and detained 
in jail for safe custody till 17.8.1847, the date of hearing. The original writ of 
attachment under which Neamat Khan was arrested was mislaid. In view of 
the opinion of the Advocate General and the Standing Counsel the case was 
compromised and Mr. Breetzekh, the Senior Commissioner paid Rs 200/-as 
compensation to Neamat and promised to pay the costs of the suit when taxed. 
The Company's Law Officer gave the above advice because the warrant of 
commitment had been signed by a single Commissioner and because the wit- 
ness had not been brought before the whole Court to be tried for contempt. 

(d) An action in the Supreme Court was instituted against Commissioner 
Russomoy Dutta on 26-1-1848 for false imprisonment in signing the warrant 
against Mr. John Omer. 

(е) In 1840 Mr. Anderson instituted a suit against Commissioner Russomoy 
Dutt in the Supreme Court. It that case a question of some importance to the 
Court of Requests was involved, viz., whether that Court could take cogniz- 
ance of action against executors of estate. 

(A On 27-9-1826 the Commissioners wrote to the Judicial Secretary: ““Two 
actions have been brought against ‘us for alleged excess of power. The first 
against Mr. Robinson ( a Commissioner ) for committing to jail for ten days a 
witness convicted for gross falsehood and prevarication on oath but afterwards 
compromised by Government paying to parties expenses. The second 
action against the Head Bailiff is in fact against the practice of the Court in 
detaining a defendant after judgment in conformity with what has prevailed 
since the first establishment of the Court of Requests in 1753”. 


А cook boy (Baburchi) employed by Captain Bolton commanding, a 
detachment of Ist and 2nd European Regiments sued the Captain for his 
wages and the Captain was arrested for the sum of Rs. 380/-. The arrested 
Captain in his own words had to attend the Court of Requests when the case 
was tried and he was obliged to stand in a Court filled up with all sorts of 
people side by side with a cook boy, a race of men notoriously known as of 
the lowest class of natives and the greatest rascals in India and thus a triumph 
was gained over the Captain by the low caste native. Captain Bolton com- 
plained of this to Lt. Col. Watson, Adjutant General and the Secretary to the 
Government Military Department wrote to the Commissioners who in their 
turn wrote to the Judicial Secretary, ‘We consider that the Judicial Depart- 
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ment is the only legitimate channel of correspondence through which all 
matters connected with this Court can be received by the Commissioners and 
it appears to us that the power of inquisition into the judicial acts of the 
Commissioners is distinctly vested by the Proclamation of Government in the 
Supreme Court, whereas the interference sought to be exercised in the present 
instance through the Military Department were it admitted would subject 
the Commissioners to endless correspondence and tend to circumascribe those 
powers with which they are entrusted”. 

The frequent ‘changes in the rules and regulations which were ordered 
and attempted to be carried into practice without in some instances having 
been sanctioned even by the majority of the Commissioners themselves 
lessened by degrees the resort to it for justice till at length from July 1825 
very few suits were instituted for a considerable time. Originally the Court 
sat daily but as institution fell heavily the Commissioners on 20-12-1826 
resolved to have three court days every week. From 1837 as there was a 
Jarge increase of business the Judges sat daily on the Bench and on an average 
each Judge disposed of 12 cases a day. In 1852-53 there were 26,881 as 
compared to 27,749 suits in the previous year. The average expense of trying 
each suit was about Rs. 5/- in 1853. Suits were of two classes, i.e., "native 
ви!’ ш which both the “parties were, natives and ‘‘other suits”, i.e., suits 
other than native’ suits. 

From a letter of 14-8-1838 it appears that during Durga Poojah holidays 
the Court used to be closed for three weeks. 


Courts of Requests were established in Calcutta, Madras and Bombay 
with a starting jurisdiction of 5 pagodas=Rs. 20/- only. Gradually the 
jurisdiction was extended to Rs. 400/-. Act IX of 1850 raised the jurisdic- 
tion to Rs. 500/-. By Act XXVI of 1864 and Act XV of 1882 the jurisdic- 
tion was extended to Rs. 1,000/- and Кв. 2,000/- respectively. 

The most important. position held by an Indian amongst the ministerial 
staffs was that of Treasurer. Babu Ganesh Chandra Bose, Babu Ishan 
Chandra Bose and Babu Hurro Chandra Bose were appointed treasurers in 
1814, 1818 and 1829 respectively. Hurra Chandra’s pay was Rs. 50/- рег 
month. He had to deposit company's paper to the amount of Rs. 15,000/-. 
In 1844 all the bailiffs and deputy bailiffs were either Englishmen and Anglo- 
Indians and their pay ranged between Rs. 60/- and Rs. 20/-. On 31-7-1848 
the Commissioners recommended that authority should be given to them to 
pay to bailiffs ‘On such a scale as to secure the service of a respectable class 
of men.” 

The native seal bailiff, the European seal bailiff, Superintendent. of 
Bailiffs, the Auctioneer of the Court and the Treasurer of ‘the Court had to 
furnish securities for Rs. 500/-, Rs. 1,000/-, Rs. 2,000/-, Rs. 2,800/- and 
Rs. 10,000/- respectively. The Registrar and even Offg. Registrar of this 
Court had to put in security for Rs. 5,000/-. On 2-7-1885 Rs. 4,000/- was 
deposited as security by the Offg. Fifth Judge and the Clerk of this Court. 


A pleader's clerk had to deposit a security of Rs. 10/- as will appear 
from the following receipt dated 10-9-1902 “Received from the Treasurer of 
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the Court of Small Causes the sum of Rs. 10/- deposited by me with the 
Court as security for the honest discharge of my duties as a clerk to Babu 
Siva Prosanna Bhattacharjee, pleader of the Court. I do hereby acknowledge 
that I have no further claim in respect of the security now returned to me in 
full without my producing the receipt which had been granted to me”. 


Sd. Girish Ch. Mandal. 


The budget of 1-5-1828 shows that two Brahmins called Gangajali 
Brahmins and two Mahomedans called Korani Mollas, held priestly office 
in the Court. Their pay ranged from Rs. 5/- to Rs. 15/- and their duty 
was to administer special oaths. On 25-5-1840 the Commissioners wrote to 
the Judicial Secretary that the priestly office holders were to be discharged 
from’ 31-5-1840 and they recommended that one of the Gangajali Brahmins 
namely Gopeynath Pandah was to be retained at Rs. 7/- per month to 
‘examine Oria accounts as 25 per cent of the suits was by Oria cloth merchants 
besides the cuits by Oria carpenters, sawyers and other artificers. It was 
further stated by the Commissioners that in the said suits accounts were filed 
written in Опа character on palm leaves. 


The Budget of 1-5-1827 shows that the monthly salaries of the Senior, 
2nd and 3rd Commissioners were Rs. 1,400/-, Rs. 1,200/- and Rs. 1,000 
respectively while the salary of the Head Clerk was Rs. 650/-. There were 
` three clerks drawing monthly salaries of Rs. 350/-, Rs. 300/- and Rs. 250/-. 
The lowest pay of an English employee of this Court who was Deputy 
Bailiff was Rs. 60/- while the highest pay of an Indian clerk was Rs. 40/- 
and the lowest pay of an Indian clerk was Rs. 8/-. The pay of a darwan 
was Rs. 4/-. | 

The Budget for 1-5-1828 shows the monthly expenditure to be Rs. 7,706/- 
out of which Rs. 850/- per month was paid as house rent. 


Statement of salaries and establishment of the Court of 


Commissioners per month on 1-5-1844 


Senior Commissioner... ve ... Кв. 1,463/- 
2nd Commissioner a bis ... Rs. 1,200/- 
Head Clerk | Rs. 650/- 
Asst. Clerk р Rs. 313-80 
Ist Clerk to the Commissioner Rs. 150/- 
Interpreter Rs. 150/- 
2nd Interpreter Rs. 150/- 
3rd_ Interpreter te: on ... Rs. 80/- 
Head Bailiff "е tee ... Rs. 60/- 
Deputy Bailiff Rs 40 /- 
S й Кв 20/- 
‚ н, Rs 20/- 
Oria Interpreter Rs 7/- 
_ English writers Rs 41-10-9 


r 
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So far back as 1827 this Court had а prison of its own. The return of 
the prisoners in the jail of the Court of Requests dated 4-1-1827 shows that 
there were 34 prisoners, of whom 6 were Englishmen, 7 Mahomedans and 
21 Hindus—the minimum debt being Rs. 3/- and maximum Rs. 370. The 
creditor was bound to pay daily for the subsistence of his imprisoned debtor, 
the sum of [№ annas ; on an omission to pay this for a single day the debtor 
was discharged. The periòd of imprisonment varied according to the amount 
of original debt and costs. According to the Government Proclamation of 
29-10-1819. 


3 


Debt. . Imprisonment. 
Rs. 10/- (including costs) is ... l month. 
Rs. 50/- D а ... 4 months. 
Rs. 200/- si me ... 8 months. 
Exceeding Rs. 200/-- ae ia ‚.. One year. 


The return of prisoners dated 31-12-1843 shows that there were 27 
prisoners of whom 2 were Indian women, 5 Mahomedan males, 2 Europeans 
and the rest Hindu males. The total debt for which the 27 persons were 
imprisoned was Rs. 669-12-0 the costs being Rs. 173-4-6 diet money Rs. 40-3-6 
total Rs. 883-4-0. : 


The Charity Fund of the Court now amounts to Rs. 23,882-9-10. From 
the letter of the Commissioners to the Accountant General, Bengal, dated 
3-5-1844 it appears that the Charity Fund had existed since 1810 and it may 
be even prior to that year. On 19-4-1844 the Commissioners wrote to Mr, C. 
Morley, Accountant General: “"With regard to the small fines levied on the 
omlahs of this Court, we have to state that they are regularly brought to 
credit of Charity Fund Account and are made applicable partly to payment 
of pensions to old servants who under the Pension Rules are not admissible 
to Government pension and occasionally for payment of debts of indigent 
debtors”. On 16-12-1844 the Commissioners wrote to the Judicial Secretary : 
“The Charity Fund amounting to Rs. 4,900/- is invested in Government 
securities the interest of which was hitherto applied to the payment of 
pensions to super-annuated servants whose cases on account of the smallness 
of their salaries did not come within the Government Pension Rules and also 
for relief of indigent honest debtors. Chief Clerk Robert Leslie appointed in 
1811 informed Senior Commissioner Breetzeke that the fund commenced under 
order of the Commissioners by the levying of a small per cent on the issue 
of attachments as well as of small fines for trivial offences committed by 
the European and native officers of. the Court and small donations sent 
occasionally by charitable ladies and gentlemen for the relief of indigent 
debtors. Some yeara later on the charge of small additional percentage on 
the attachment was stopped by the Commissioners as illegal. From 5-8-1844 
the sums realised on account of fines were credited to Government. On 
4-3-1845 the Commissioner wrote to the Judicial Secretary: ‘The relief offered 
to the indigent debtor is regulated by no other fixed rule than a strict personal 
examination of such debtor by one of the Commissioners and in almost every 
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case inducing the creditor to give up a Bey of his claim on payment of the 
balance by the Court”. 

The Commissioner's report dated 21-2-1829 shows that when a servant 
deserted his master without giving a substitute and sued for his wages, the 
Court deducted half a month or a whole month's wages after having con- 
sidered the inconveniences a master was put to under such circumstances. 


The Court was also at all times in the practice of making deductions 
‚ from wages when sued for in the Court for articles proved to have been lost 
or wilfully damaged through the negligence of the servant. 


The report of 19-2-1853 shows that plaints were filed in English and then 
rendered into Bengalee and were thus conducted through the office untill 
the issue of process to enforce the terms of the judgment. Thus a plaint 
which on Ив first institution was entered by the suitor in English, only re- 
assumed its original form at the final stage when for the second and last time 
the suitor was brought into personal communication with the amlah, while 
the intermediate proceedings during the ripening of the suit in which the 
office clerks were only employed and reference to the parties was wholly 
unnecessary, were conducted in Bengalee. Mr. John King, Clerk of the Court, 
reported to the Judges that all the proceedings should be conducted in the 
English language. The Judges Messrs. Weyllie, Breetzeke and R. Dutt on 
24-66-1853 saw no objection to the acceptance of the proposal. 

“The Presidency Small Cause Courts Act (Act XV of 1882) is an instance 
of extraordinarily bad drafting” (Mr. C. O. Remfrey, B.A., LL.B. (Cantab), 
Bar-at-Law, Chief Judge, Court of Small Causes, Calcutta). 

“Placed on a footing closely resembling that of the English County 
Courts, the Presidency Small Cause Courts have become somewhat anti- 
quated and do not fit in with the rest of the Indian Judicial System. Questions 
have often to be discussed in these Courts which are totally foreign to the 
people who resort to them and some of which have only an historic interest 
even in England’’—Sir Mathuswami Aiyer, Offg. Chief Justice, Madras High 
Court and formerly Judge, Presideucy Small Cause Court, Madras. 

Amendment of the Presidency Small Cause Courta Act of [882 is long 
over-due. The Act should be amended so that it may fit in with the up-to- 
date social, economic and commercial conditions of our country and also 


with the spirit of the Indian Judicial System. 


CHARU CHANDRA GANGULY. 


: Galeutta : Past and Present 


I have been asked to talk about Calcutta, Past & Present, but there should be 
enough if | were to say something about the changes since I arrived over 
65 years ago. Quite early in my stay 1 must have shown some interest in 
Calcutta history, for Professor C. R. Wilson took me round with him com- 
paring old plans with present buildings. 1 held the plans while he did 
tKe rest, but I remember being struck by.the care taken to verify details. 
In 1885 Calcutta had changed little for fifty years. Lord Curzon was prob- 
ably the first to stir interest and to suggest improvements.  ' 


Curzon Gardens was known as late аз 1905 as the “‘Loafers’ Corner.” Khitmat- 
gars by the score used to take their Sahibs’ tifins on hot water plates 
which generally had a bit of screwed-up paper for a cork. Returning 
with what was left, they would sell it for a few pice to vagabonds ; the 
residue was dumped for pariah dogs, while troops of jackals came at night. 


In the hot weather clouds of dust came off the Red Road. I still remember 
the stench of British Indian Street, Waterloo Street, Mangoe Lane, Crooked 
Lane, Zigzag Lane, Serpentine Lane, and all the narrow lanes off Bentinck 
Street. What is now called Fancy Lane was originally ‘‘Corkscrew’’ Lane. 
An old-time writer must have spoken from the heart when he said—'‘‘It’s 
vile odour makes me sick.” When people declare that Calcutta was 
never so dirty as it is today, they don’t know what they are talking about. 
In my early daye nobody expected the city to be clean. 


Bats always flew into. lighted rooms. Many a lady found one in her hair ; ог 
one flooped into the soup. The electric fans killed them while motor 
cars killed off pariah dogs. There were a few thousand Brahmini bulls 
who were tolerated by milkmen as there was no trouble about the pick 
of the litter. As for green flies—I once saw a bullock cart load of them 
taken out of the Great Eastern Hotel hall where there was the most 
powerful light in Calcutta. 


Everybody was miserably paid. Everything was cheap but not so cheap as 
pay with the result that paltry meanness pervaded public and private life. 
The ordinary pay of a khit-bearer was ten rupees and a dhobi four rupees 
a month. The most miserable of all casual workers was the punkahwala. 


Тісса gharries charged Rs, 2 for 5 hours ; Rs. 3 for a day of nine hours. They 
were drawn by glandered starved horses with swollen diseased legs. 
Bullocks with dreadful sores were a common sight, with swarms of flies 
settling on their wounds. The 5.P.C.A., particularly when under the 
management of Mrs, Stanley, worked wonders in tackling cases of cruelty 
to-animals. There is still a lot of cruelty to cows, considered sacred by 
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Hindus who do not consider kindness to cows part of their reverence. 
We still have a long way to go in our treatment of animals but we ‘аге 
nothing like so bad as we were. 

The Beauty Spot of Calcutta was, right up to about a year ago, the Eden 
Gardens. Then prominent Calcutta citizens took it over, turning it into 
a disgrace. Luckily they did not get hold of the Zoo which is still a 
delightful resort with many free days for poor people. | 

The Volunteer & Town Band used to perform five evenings weekly. It was 
started in 1863 by Rivett Carnac, Opium Agent of Ghazipur. Once a 
week the band of the British regiment in Fort William obliged, but when 
it was realised that wealthy Calcutta citizens took all they could get for 
nothing, the regimental officers decided that it was better for the bandsmen 
to have their time to themselves. 


A strict line was drawn in regard to clothing. If soldiers came in khaki when 
the band was playing, they were “сие” for being improperly dressed. 
No one wearing what a lady described as ‘‘those funny sort of trousers” 
was permitted to venture between two lines of lamposts nearest the 
bandstand. An offender in Bengali dress was about to be pushed out 
of sight by the police sergeant on duty, when he sat on the lawn and 
pulled on a pair of trousers making the policeman wonder how he could 
charge the man with furious driving, or something like that. 

Anglo-Indian Girls lived practically in purdah during the 1880's ; they never 
went out without an escort. The skating ring emancipated them as father 
couldn’t go skating with them and there were a lot of good-looking 
instructors. Like the women in England who were emancipated by the 
safety bicycle ; they were able to ride away from mother and never rode 


back. 

Typewriters, Shorthand and Telephones all offered opportunities for independ- 
ence. In Indian families girls are neglected while their brothers are idolised 
by their mothers, the result being that the girls, particularly Anglo-Indian 
girls, with less importance, have grown self-reliant and earn more money 
than the boys. That ought to make young men of India put their consi- 
dering cap on as their girls will beat them every time. It must sadly be 
admitted that the less a growing boy sees of his mother the better for him. 

We hear a lot about education, but, as education needs constantly meeting 
better educated men than yourself, our people are only Шегайе— по! 
educated. The Book of the World is better than the World of Books. 
Unfortunately too, the more literacy the fewer labourers and Ње bigger 
the school opened for poisonous propaganda. Everything has its opposite 
number. . | 

The Strand Road with its unswept stone setts was as slippery as soap with 
heaps of dirty rubbish in all the gutters. Bentinck Street was two tram 
tracks wide, the footpath being no more than 18 inches. Luckily the 
horse trams were not so dangerous as motor cars would be today. There 
were several hotels of sorts where at meals, while the butter’s melting, 
the flies ate up the cake. 
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5,000 horses were stabled in Dhurrumtola. Cook & Co. was the most select ; 
“Squire” Milton was а great Sahib in all his dealings, and Hart Bros. 
probably had the biggest stable. On Sunday momings Spooner Hart enter- 
tained friends to breakfast when he scrambled a big bag of pice amongst 
his 2,000 syces. Garden Reach was the depot for Australian horses, 
whole shiploads being taken by Indian Cavalry Regiments whose officers 
bought in fifties. ` 

The Great Eastern Hotel, and Spences, were thronged by indigo planters, 
sailing ship captains, actors, bookmakers, tea planters, British zemindars, 
officers on leave, and business men ; it used to be said that most of the 
business in Calcutta was done in Spences. Such a mixed bag of cheery 
souls was a great attraction for men living dull lives upcountry. With. 
whisky at Rs. 1-12, brandy at Rs. 1-8 and beer 8 annas a bottle, men took 
their whack of them warding off attacks of cholera, and dysentery, even 
if there were disadvantages. Most men smoked cigars ; cigarettes were 
not then on the market. Anyone seen smoking one was ranked as a 
foreigner. As for women smoking in public, that would have ruined their 
reputation beyond repair. 1 still cherish the recollection of an advertise- 
ment. “299 Sandaway Cigars, Rs. 1-14. Beware of spurious imitations.” 


Princeps Ghat was on the banks of the Hughly. To get rid of the earth taken 
out of Kidderpore Docks, the river, there said to have been 9 fathoms 
deep, was filled in to straighten the course. The tiers of sailing ships, 
four abreast were a sight to be remembered. 


Swarms of white sailors manned these vessels, which often waited a year and 
longer, for cargo. Competition by steamships hit them harder and harder 
until they were practically driven off the seas. Grog shops in Lal Bazar 
and Radha Bazar catered for the poor under-fed, under-paid, badly 
housed, and overworked seamen, who obtained Death's Head whisky, . 
two guaranteed fights in every bottle, spent the few rupees they had, and 
generally ended up in the hands of the police. 


In 1860 it was stated that 8,000 white sailors were in Calcutta ; the police had 
to be stout fellows.to handle them. Indians say that "when the devil 
can't attend in person he sends а policeman.” Does it ever strike Calcutta 
citizens that their police see more active service than 9 soldiers out of 10. 
Instead of bullets (and they get some of them too) they get brickbats, 
bottles, knives and lathis, all short range weapons but amazingly effective. 
I have always had sympathy with the Calcutta police after seeing what 
they have to put up with in riots, and emphatically assert that they are 
quite as good as the people deserve. Of course they could be improved 
but nobody will deny that there is room that way for the proletariat, 

Complaints were frequently made about the aloofness of Britons in India, 
because young Indians after being welcomed in British homes don’t find 
that when they return to India. Yet one never hears that young Britons 
аге» asked inside Indian homes which, when you think of it is almost 
humorous. So are the illustrations of Indian legislators weighing 300 
pounds expressing distress over the hunger of famine-stricken refugees. 


. 
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In those matters, as the “Failed В.А.” put it, the boot is on the erroneous 
pedicle. 


When I came out there were no Indian football or hockey clubs. Today, 
every boy hopes to join one. When | was in New Zealand the Indian 
hockey team was there. New Zealanders were full of admiration for the 
way the game was played. If the Indian hockey team doesn’t stand first 
in the world, it is too good to be classed second. Sport and sportsmanship 
seem to be the world’s passports to popularity. 


Sports’ Ground. A scheme long near to my heart is to see a fine Sports’ 
Ground in North Calcutta for football, cricket, hockey, tennis ; an amuse- 
ment park for women, and a playground for children while the elders can 
play bowls. Add to that a large swimming bath and you have launched a 
health resort that will stand for centuries. That would be a Memorial 
worthy of support by any wealthy, patriotic citizen, and | am sure that по 
one could raise objections to any such scheme. 


While I have often condemned the British for slackness in opening up the 
country with roads and bridges the difficulties of finance, to say nothing 
about opposition by the railways were great. The road between Calcutta 
and Benares was opened in 1796; the first 24 miles were as crooked as a 
corkscrew ; they are today. Nevertheless quite a lot has been done during 
the 90 years of peace in the country since 1857. History will show that 
the British were not so bad after all. 


They started or adapted Railways, Steamships on seas and rivers, Docks, Ware- 
houses, Mills, Machinery, Telegraph, Telephones, Electricity, and Ice 
making. There are Hospitals, Police, Fire Brigade, $:P.C.A. and other 
С.Р.А'в while the Improvement Trust quietly and steadily worked wonders 
by making wide tarmac roads, besides filling in numbers of insanitary 


tanks, 


Hughly Water used to be considered by sailing ship captains equal to Nile 
Water as both kept longer than water taken in elsewhere. Unfortunately 
it looks now as if the people of Calcutta will be lucky if they get any at 
all before real improvement in the supply is effected. Well, you know 
who is to blame for that. 


Minor blessings are Sunday holiday and a half holiday on Saturday, but they 
are real blessings and should be preserved. 


In conclusion, | assert that Indians are as honest as other people, easy to get 
on with, and their workmen are more industrious (when it pays them). 
It must be remembered that most of them go on the job hungry, if not 
half-starved.* If they are lazy, who does the work of the country? Once 
an Indian workman sees that the European over him knows his job, he 
will go out of his way to help. I have often tald those who complain 
about their men that they were paying themselves a poor compliment, 
as that went far to prove they didn’t know the work themselves. Many 
engineers | have met at home who said “I wish to God I had my head 
mistri here.” 
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Unfortunately they have been taught Trades Unionism and the power of com- 
bination, but that was brought into the country by the British, so why 
grumble? The good men do dies with them, the evil lives long after they 
are dead. 

If I have hurt anybody's feelings by what I have said I hope to be 
forgiven. 


Н. HOBBS. 


Remarkable Origin of An Indian 


Commentder-in-Chief. 





М the “East India Military Calendar,’ (xi. 92,) 1 observed a short article 

on ‘һе late Lieutenant-General Giles Stibbert”. This brought to my 
recollection some particulars, with which 1 have long been acquainted, 
respecting the rise of that distinguished officer from the ground-floor of society, 
whence some in every age have felicitously aspired ‘Чо govern men and 
guide the state.” The records of the service in British India, both civil and 
military, are not destitute of such examples ; yet what | am about to relate 
is, perhaps as remarkable as any which have occurred: 

A gentleman, who has been deceased nearly half a century, but with 
whom, in my boyish days, [ was intimately acquainted, was once travelling in 
Kent, when he called at the house of. a Baronet of his acquaintance. He was 
away from home, but his chaplain, who was also the minister of the parish 
invited my friend to dinner. As they proceeded to the parsonage, ‘the clergy- 
man requested a lad, іп a laborer’s frock, to jump into a pond, by which they 
were passing, to procure some fish. This service he performed with marked 
agility, while the clergyman Was expressing to Mr. Whatley, for that was my 
friend's name, his. opinion of the boy’s fitness for something better than his 
present employment of working in a hop-ground at four-pence рег day. On 
this suggestion Mr. W. hired him, and subsequently recommended him as a 
servant to his brother, Mr. George Whatley, a friend and correspondent of 
Dr, Franklin, and for many years treasurer of the Foundling Hospital. This 
gentleman has been a consul in the Mediterranean, and a merchant in that 
trade. Thus he had occasionally Streights Captains among his visitors. To 
one of these our young adventurer, who had, no doubt, already felt the 
ambition of an aspirant, prevailed on his master to recommend him, and he 
made two or three voyages to the Mediterranean as Captain's servant. Не 
then applied to his late master, requesting his assistance to go out to India, 
having leamed that he was a friend of Colonel Clive, to whom Mr. George 
Whatley kindly wrote a letter of recommendation. Colonel Clive told the 
applicant that he could only give him a musket, but that he should have his 
eye upon him. Such appears to have been the introduction of Giles Stibbert 
to Bengal, of whose army he was, in 1784, if not earlier, Commander-in-Chief. 





* Stibbert, Giles. Raised a battalion Native Infantry at Bankipur 1761: at the siege 
of Patna 1763 and battle of Buxar, Oct. 23rd 1764: captured Chunar, 1765: officiating 
Commander-in-Chief of the Bengal Army in 1765 and 1783: framed reform of that Army 
1780: Major General 1783: Lieutenant General 1796: died after several years’ residence 
in England.—(Buckland’s Dictionary of Indian Biography.) 
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This introduction to India, was probably, about 1756, when Clive was 
rapidly advancing in military reputation. It is also no improbable conjecture, 
that the battle of Plassey, fought June 23,-1757, might afford our young soldier 
some occasions to distinguish himself. His advancement, however, was 
rapid, for, according to the Calendar, he “raised, at Bankypore, in 1761, a 
battalion of Native Infantry," which “he commanded in 1763 at the siege 
of Patna, where he was wounded,” and “at the battle of Buxar, (1764,) he 
commanded the left wing of the army.” He had become Major ‘іп 1765,” 
when he “besieged and captured Chunar, then considered the strongest 
fortress in India," and thus “‘he gradually rose to the command of the Bengal 
army.” He became Major-General in 1783, and in 1796, Lieutenant-General. 
“He retired,” adds the Calendar, “оп the conclusion of the war, and died, 
after several years’ residence in England, much respected by his acquaintances.” 

Nor, I trust, should one of -his surviving acquaintance look upon this 
page, will.that respect be abated by an anecdote related in the family where 
I gained all my information as to the early history of this fortunate soldier. 
The first five hundred pounds which he could acquire in India, he immediately 
remitted for the support of his mother, now, by the death of her husband, 
his step-father, become a widow ; a fine expression. of filial piety, deserving 
to be admired when military fama shall have become obsolete ; when, as the 
- heaven-taught seer of Judah sweetly sang, men “‘shall beat their swords into 
ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks ; neither shall they learn 
war any more.” 


а к Biographicus. 
Reprinted from The Oriental Herald—May 22, 1825. 


+ 


' TL ag | Н. HOBBS. 


The Date Mr. Justice John Alfred Clough. 


`ОНМ ALFRED CLOUGH,(1) who died suddenly in November, 1948, at 
the comparatively early age of 44, had been а lifeemember of the Calcutta 
Historical Society for some fifteen years. 

After an education at Lancing and Trinity College, Oxford, he came to 
India first in 1926 and following brilliantly in the steps of his uncle, John 
Langford James, as a barrister he quickly rose to the top of his profession, to 
be honoured with the offer of a judgeship, which he accepted when only 
41 years old. 

It is not easy to call to mind someone whose knowledge extended: so 
deeply or over such a wide field ав` did Clough’s. 


Of a naturally shy disposition he was not one to impress at once- with 
his deep personality. Only gradually did a new acquaintance become aware 
of that enormous fund of knowledge and sagacity, which on request could 
be made so charmingly available for counsel or in lighter moments for the 
entertainment of his friends. - 

Stories he told, when he could be persuaded, from his own experience, 
the bar or local history, showed how widely spread was his interest, and 
never failed to pass on to his listeners some of his own curiosity for India 
as he knew it or as others had known it before him. 


His parents were for many years stationed at Jubbulpore ; and in earlier 
days he used to make frequent visits to the forests of the Central Provinces 
on shikar and elsewhere about India to see all there was of interest. | 
recollect with great pleasure accompanying him on one such visit to the Rohtas 
fort just before the war. That we also visited the remains of an old indigo 
factory and a modern cement factory at the same time, all at his suggestion, 
was entirely in keeping with him. On another occasion he had the doubtful 
pleasure of shooting a tiger, which had unexpectedly climbed a tree, and 
was mauling his companion. 


An attack of rheumatic fever early in the war years forced himi to give 
up the more energetic pastimes he had: but week-end visits to his camp at 
Saguna some 50 miles out of Calcutta still allowed him to indulge his love of 
bird-life and gardening, even though snipe-shooting, of which he had been 
very fond, was all but proscribed. 

(1) l'he late Mr. Justice John Alfred Clough was called to the Bar of the High Court, 
Calcutta, on the 16% June 1926, and enrolled as an Advocate of that Court under 
the Indian Bar councils Act, 1926, on the 6th July 1928. He was Judge of that Court 
from the 17th July to the 6th September 1945, and again from the 17th December 
1945 till his death which occurred on the 23rd November 1948. 
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Clough’s real delight, however, lay in antiques and the near field of 
history. He would browse through second-hand ‘‘chor’’ bazaars for hours 
to unearth some hitherto unrecognised: trifle of beauty or of interest. A good 
judge of furniture and old silver he was more interested in rediscovering and 
restoring to appreciation those odd articles which, once cared for by earlier 
generations, had since been forgotten: or discarded. 

Called in one day to a small second-hand shop to buy a triviality, his 
eye fell on a dirty old piece of carpet on the owner's bed. The carpet, 
acquired for Rs. 4/- and the usual bargaining, turned out as he had suspected 
to be a “museum” piece and of quite exceptional interest. 

Another of his finds was ап ivory auction hammer commemorating the 
famous Calcutta opium auction in 1646, when the first lot was bid up ша 
conspiracy to- prevent the sale and remained unclosed by sunset at 
Rs. 1,30,955/-1 

Auction. “‘horrors"’ also tickled his ѓапсу. Only recently he called me over 
to admire an amazing three-tiered cake-stand-cum-oil-lamp ingeniously and 
improbably made from odd pieces of glass. You could see his imagination 
playing round this article with as much delight as over any of his bazaar 
““finds’’. | 

With that amazing memory for detail, sometimes found in the legal 
profession, Clough could recall the most abstruse cases as easily as the previous 
day's conversation and as easily dismiss them from his mind in considering 
the present. 

He had the collector’s love of all he acquired, and hated to part with 
anything to those who might value it less than he did. His flat in Calcutta 
was full of beautiful and interesting things, many of them stored carefully 
in cases; while he himself, thinking little of creature comforts, was quite 
content with a small camp bed and the minimum of personal requirements. 

The warm humour which coloured his outlook was never biting. He seemed 
to enjoy the oddities of life rather as treasures to be dug from their common- 
place: matrix and remembered towards the better ‘understanding of the whole. 
Conversely in his own character Clough never set up as a raconteur. It was ` 
for his friends to discover in him and bring out his charm and entertainment, 
which he would hide under his natural shyness. 

A man. without guile and yet prepared to tolerate the shortcomings of 
others rather as amusing parodies of the real and so as contributing, even 
if indirectly, to the complicated pleasure of life. 

He had a wide circle of friends. 


с ол В. А. 5. THOMAS. 


Editor's Note Bonk 


E are sincerely sorry for the delay in the publication of this number of 

our Journal. The delay was due to various causes over which we had 

not much control. lt is sincerely hoped that, with the continued support of 

our patrons, there will be a greater regularity in future 

in the publication of this Journal. That there is a 

need for such a journal in our country is beyond all doubt. It has certainly 

promoted historical researches in this country ever since it was started. We 

earnestly hope and trust that there will be no dearth of contributions to it 
by our scholars engaged on historical researches. 


Apology for delay. 


ALTHOUGH the title of our Journal is, and will remain, as before, Bengal : 

Past and Present, it may be noted here that, with effect from the 15% 
of August, 1947, the Province of Bengal, as constituted under the Government 
of India Act, 1935, has, under the Indian Independence 
Act, 1947, ceased to exist, and that there have been 
constituted in lieu thereof two new Provinces, known respectively as East 
Bengal and West Bengal.” East Bengal is now a Province of the Dominion 
of Pakistan and West Bengal is a Province of the Dominion of India. 


Partition of Bengal. 


T may perhaps be interesting briefly to refer here to the chequered history 
of the Province of Bengal during the Indo-British period of Indian History. 
Roughly speaking, before 1682 Bengal had been subordinate to Fort St. 
George (Madras). In 1682, however, it became, 
although for a brief period, independent of the latter. 
And one Mr. William Hedges was appointed to be the first independent 
Agent and Governor of the Company's ‘affairs and factories in the Bay of 
Bengal”. His commission of appointment was dated 14th November, 1681. 
He landed at Hughly on 24th July, 1682, and held office as Agent and 
Governor of the Company's “‘affairs in the Bay of Bengal,” from that date till 
30th August, 1684, when he was superseded by one Mr. William Gyfford 
(Gifford) who had previously been appointed Agent and Governor of the 
Company's affairs in the Bay of Bengal, in addition to his duties as Agent 
and Governor of Fort St. George, Madras. 
Thus Bengal once more became subordinate to Madras, and continued 
to be in this state of subordination from September, 1684, to December, 1699, 
when Sir Charles Eyre was appointed Governor of Fort Шат аі Calcutta, 


Bengal since 1682. 
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Sir Charles actually assumed office as Governor of Bengal on 26th May, 1700. 
Thus Bengal again became independent of Madras, with Sir Charles Eyre as 
its first Governor under this new arrangement. 

‘Bengal continued to Бега Governorship till Warren Hastings who had 
become Governor of Bengal with effect from the 13th of April, 1772, assumed 
office in 1774 as Governor-General of Bengal under what is popularly known 
as Lord North’s Regulating Act of 1773 (13 Geo. Ш, С. 63). 

Under the Charter Act of 1833 (3 & 4 Will. IV, C. 85), the Governor-General 
of Bengal in Council became the Governor-General of India in Council. 
Further, this Act provided for the division of the Presidency of Bengal as it 
was then constituted, into two distinct Presidencies, namely, the Presidency 
of Fort William in Bengal and the Presidency of Agra. It also laid down 
that the Governor-General of India for the time being was to be the Governor 
of Bengal. This arrangement continued till the appointment of a Lieutenant- 
Governor for Bengal in 1854 under the Charter Act of 1853 (16 & 17 Vict., 
C. 95). f - А 

In 1905 the Province of Bengal was partitioned into two Parts. The 
eastern Part of the Province together with Assam, was converted into a 
Lieutenant-Governorship under the name of Eastern Bengal and Assam, with 
Dacca as its.Seat of Government. The Western Part was also converted into 
another Lieutenant-Governorship under the name of Bengal, with its Seat of 
Government at Calcutta. As consequences of an announcement made by 
King George V at a Durbar held at Delhi on December 12, 1911, all these 
arrangements were modified in 1912: the five Bengalee-speaking Divisions 
of the old Province of Bengal were integrated into a separate Presidency 
with a Governor in Council at its head ; Assam was placed under a Chief 
Commissioner ; and a new Lieutenant-Governorship in Council was instituted 
for Bihar, Chota Nagpur, and Orissa. These modifications are popularly 
known as the annulment of the partition of Bengal. As we have seen before, . 
Bengal was again partitioned in 1947, practically as a sequel to the partition 
‚ of India as it had existed before the 15% of August of that year. 


E are very glad to notice here the valuable work that is being done by 

‘the Regional Survey Committee appointed by the Indian Historical 

Records Commission, originally for Bengal and Assam, and later on for the 

Province of West Bengal. The Committee consists of 

ao Survey Com- , distinguished men interested in History. Sir Jadunath 

Sarkar, Dr. К. С. Majumdar, and Dr. М. К. Sinha of 

the University of ‘Calcutta, are respectively the President, Convener, and the 
Secretary of the Committee. 

The Regional Survey Committee has been set up in this Province as in 
various other Provinces of India, for the specific purpose of bringing manus- 
cript records in private custody to public notice as well as for suggesting 
ways and means for their preservation and publication. It is earnestly 
hoped that representatives of old historical families of West Bengal will help 
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the ‘Committee by permitting experts sent by it, to inspect the manuscript 
records in their possession. In Bombay, we find in an Annual Report of the 
Committee, many ancient families have in this way helped in the reconstruc- 
tion of Maratha History. We join in the appeal of Dr. R. C. Majumdar, 
Convener, to the people of West Bengal, and especially those who possess 
old records, to help the Regional Survey Committee in every possible way 
and thereby serve the cause of Indian History. 

Among ‘the places where survey work has so far been carried out by 
some of the members of the Committee including its enthusiastic Secretary, 
Юг. М. К. Sinha, are the Calcutta High Court, Murshidabad, Berhampur, 
Barisal, Hughli, Serampore, and Bandel. One of the discoveries of the 
Committee in the High Court is the will of Umichand (Amirchand, a Sikh 
merchant). The will has been published in an Annual Report of the 
Committee. 


Т a plebiscite held on June 19%, 1949, the electorate of Chandernagore 

voted, by an overwhelming majority, in favour of integration with the 
Indian Union. This expression of the will of the electorate through a 
democratic process, is expected to be soon followed 
up by diplomatic action in the international sphere as 
between France and India, resulting in the severance of Chandernagore’s long 
connexion with France and its merging in the Indian Union. It may be 
interesting to note here that, according to the figures officially announced on 
June 2181, 1949,by the Special Commission appointed by the French Govern- 
ment in connexion with the plebiscite, as many as 7473 votes were cast in 
favour of integration with the Indian Union and only 114 votes were in 
` favour of keeping Chandernagore within the French Union. A new chapter 
in the history of Chandernagore will commence with its merging in the Indian 
Union. 


Chandernagore. 


T is a matter of sincere gratification to. every student of the Indo-British 

‘period of Indian History that, at the instance of the Indian Historical 
Records Commission, the Government of India has, according to a Press 
Note, decided to throw open their records up to 1901 
for bonafide historical researches. The chronological 
limit so far was 1880. The old rules relating to researches into the records 
of the Government of India have been revised in the light of recent political 
and administrative changes in the country and the new rules will be given 
effect to as soon as preliminary arrangements аге completed. We hope that 
full advantage will be taken by our research acholars of the néw facility for 
historical researches into the Indo-British period of Indian History. 


National archives. 
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THE records of the Government of West Bengal are still at Berhampore, 
`7 Murshidabad, where they were removed during the second World War. 
This is not only causing a good deal of inconvenience to research workers, but 
is also hampering researches by them. It is earnestly 
wakes of West Ben- hoped that the Government of West Bengal will take 
gal Government. А 
immediate steps for the removal of the records to 
Calcutta and for the housing of them either in the Writers’ Buildings as 
before, or in the Victoria Memorial Hall, or in the new premises of the 
National Library at Alipore, or in some other suitable place. On no account, 
however, should these records be permitted to be removed to New Delhi 
unless it is decided by the authorities concerned that the records of the 
constituent units of the proposed Indian Union, Provinces and States alike, 
should all be removed to New Delhi and kept in the Building meant for 
keeping the archives of the Government of India. 


D. М. BANERJEE. 


CALCUTTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 
Annual General Meeting. 


The Annual General Meeting of the Calcutta Historical Society was 
held at the Spences’ Hotel, 4, Wellesley Place, Calcutta, on Tuesday the 
14% February, 1949, at 5 Р.М. 


The following gentlemen were present :— 


Sir Jadunath Sarkar, Kt., C.LE., D.Litt (in the Chair). 
Major Harry Hobbs, M.B.E. 

Mr. R. A. & Thomas. 

„ Т. Chatterjee, Bar-at-Law (Jt. Editor). 

„ В. N.-Bose, M.A., B.L., (Solicitor), (Jt. Hony. Secy.). 

‚„ М. Ganguly, (Jt. Hony. Secy.). 

„ С.А. Dossani (Hony. Treasurer). 

Raja Kshitindra Deb Rai Mohasai. 

Mr. С. С. Ganguly, M.A., B.L. (Chief Judge, 5. С. Court). 

‚ Р.С. Chatterjee, M.A. (Solicitor). 

‚ ПБ. N. Banerjee, M.A., University Professor and Head of the 

Dept. of Political Science, Calcutta University. 


The members paid a tribute, all standing, to the memory of the late 
Mr. Justice Clough who was one of the life members of the Society and it 
was resolved that a letter of condolence be sent to the bereaved members of 
his family. ` 

Mr. N. Ganguly, the Jt. Hony. Secy., read the Annual Report for the 
year 1948, which was adopted on.the motion of Mr. T. Chatterjee, seconded 
by Mr. G. A. Dossani. 


Mr. G. A. Dossani, the Hony. Treasurer read the Financial Statement 
for the year ending 319: December, 1948, which was adopted on the motion 
of Мг. О. М. Banerjee, and seconded by Raja Kshitindra Deb Rai Mohasai. 


Mr. М. Ganguly proposed that Mr. D. М. Banerjee, M.A., University 
Professor and Head of the Dept. of Political Science, Calcutta University, be 
elected Hony. Editor of the Society's journal, Bengal: Past & Present, in the 
place of Mr. Percy Brown who has left India for good. Seconded by Raja 
Kshitindra Deb Rai Mohasai, the proposal was carried. 

Major Harry Hobbs read a paper on ‘‘Calcutta—Present and Past’’* 
There was some discussion on the subject. 

After a vote of thanks to Major Hobbs and also to the Chair the meeting 
terminated, 5 


мом оуу 


— ee 





* Which has been printed on p. 53, ante. 
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ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1948. 


In placing before you the Annual Report of the Calcutta Historical Society 
for the year 1948 | am happy to inform you that inspite of all the vicissitudes 
which we had to face during the past nine years the Society has been able to 
complete the 42nd year of its existence. This is due to the untiring and 
unfailing co-operation of some of the members for which the Committee is 
very grateful to them. The Editorial Committee of the Society was, however, 

„compelled, owing to the abnormal increase in the printing charges, price of 
paper, etc., on the one hand, and at the same time the considerable fall in 
the number of our Ordinary members on account of the most deplorable 
events commencing from the lóth of August, 1946, and the subsequent 
partition of India, more specially that of the province of Bengal, to bring 
out one thin Double Number of ‘Bengal: Past & Present’’ for the year 
1946-1947 at Rs. 20/- per copy, instead of the usual quarterly issue, or two 
half-yearly or one yearly numbers, and the Committee was thus able to 
realise the sum of Rs. 20/- from most of their subscribers to ‘‘Bengal: Past & 
Present” as their subscription for the years 1946-47. Arrangements are now 
being made to send to the press the materials for one Annual Number for 
the year 1948 at an early date. 


Membership.—The total number of the members during the year under 
review was 71 of which 39 Ordinary, 14 Life and 18 Honorary members. 

Financial Position.—lt will be seen from the Abstract of the Financial 
Statement drawn up and submitted by our honorary Treasurer Khan Bahadur 
С. А. Dossani that the Credit balance up to the 3lst of December, 1948 was 
Rs. 1,113-8-3 ; out of which Rs. 56-13-8 belongs to the General Fund Current 
Account, Вв. 56-10-7 to the Index Fund Current Account, and Rs. 1,000/- 
Fixed Deposit standing at the credit of the Society. 

The subscription of about 22 Ordinary members up to the 31st of December, 
1947 were in arrears, out of which Rs. 60/- have subsequently been realised 
during the year under review. It may be mentioned here that it is neither 
possible, nor desirable to request our ordinary members and subscribers to 
pay their respective subscriptions for the year 1948 so long as the Editorial 
Committee cannot publish and supply to them a copy of the Annual number 
of ‘‘Bengal: Past & Present” for the year 1948. Let us hope that the 
Committee will be able to do so ere long. 

It is with great regret: we announce the most sudden and untimely death 
of one of our valued members and keen supporters in the personage of the 
late Ноп’Ые Мг. Justice Clough. . 

The Editorial Committee expresses its sincere thanks to those members 
„of the Committee and other friends who inspite of their manifold activities 
and pressure of work have all along been devoting their time to the cause 
of the Society and its journal *'Bengal : Past & Present. Among whom mention 
may be made of: 

Major Harry Hobbs, M.B.E., Khan Bahadur G. A. Dossani, Dr. Nandalal 
Chatterjee, M.A., Ph.D., D.Litt., lecturer, Lucknow University ; Dr. Kalikinkar 
Datta, M.A., Ph.D., P.R.S., lecturer, Patna College ; Prof. Hassan Askari, 
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M.A., Patna College, Nanigopal Pakrasi, Vice-Principal, Thompson College, 
Gonda, U.P., and our Chairman Sir Jadunath Sarkar, C.LE., D.Litt. 

Our sincere thanks are also due to Messrs Lovelock & Lewis for their 
yery kindly auditing year after year the accounts of the Society free of charge. 

Lastly | may take the opportunity to state here for your information that 
since the permanent transfer of the Imperial Record Department from Calcutta 
, to New Delhi in March, 1936, the Calcutta Historical Society has been greatly 
handicapped by the want of place where its books, blocks and records could 
be stored in a manner to make them easy of access. Major Harry Hobbs, 
one of our oldest members, was so kind as to accommodate all the packing 
cases containing books, blocks etc., of the Society in his godown at No. 12 
Marquis Street, Calcutta ; and thus the records of the Society were kept there 
for about a couple of years, until Maharaja Sir Prodyot Coomer Tagore, 
K.C.LE., who was one of the foundation members and Vice-Presidents of 
the Society, kindly allowed the Committee to store those records in a good 
room in his Tagore Palace at No. 12, Prosunno ‘'Coomer Tagore Street, 
Calcutta ; but I am sorry to say that just after his demise his son requested 
the then Honorary Secretary, Khan Bahadur A. F. M. Abdul Ali, to have 
those boxes containing records of the Society removed from his palace. 
Finding no other alternative the Committee approached Khan Bahadur K. 
M. Asadullah, the then Librabian, Imperial Library, and he was pleased to 
offer the Committee a room on the top floor of the Imperial Library, now 
called the National Library. At present our records are lying in a room on 
the ground floor of this Library at No. 5, Esplanade East, Calcutta, in a very 
chaotic state. And the boxes containing Blocks have been removed to 
No. 33 Mc.Leod Street at the residence of the present Jt. Hony. Editor of 
our journal Mr. T. Chatterjee. 

Thus on account of the frequent changes of location those records and 
blocks of historical value are lying in such a deplorable condition as it has 
become practically impossible for us to take out any particular copy of the 
journal, or a block to meet the demands of our subscribers or members | 

Owing to the aforesaid unavoidable circumstances the publication of 
the Society's journal “Bengal: Past & Present" has been delayed, but we 
are now working to make up the lost time. 

The Calcutta Historical Society is now forty-two years old ; its publications 
are of wide and absorbing interest to the real scholars of history ; and our 
learned and philanthrophic citizens should come forward to help in what is 
really a most important duty. It will be a minor tragedy if such a labour of , 
love is permitted to die for want of support and accommodation. 

In conclusion I am very glad to state here for your information that 
His Excellency Sri C. Rajagopalachari the Governor-General of independent 
India, and His Excellency Dr. Kailash Nath Katju, M.A., D.L. the Governor 
of West Bengal have been graciously pleased to honour our Society by 
becoming its Patron and President respectively as almost all their Excellencies’ 
predecessors used to do. 

NARENDRANATH GANGULY, 
Jt. Honorary Secretary. 
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